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CELEBRATING A CENTURY
Huff surprised with 100th birthday party – Page 6

Companion Animal Clinic is a full service animal
hospital and will take both emergencies as well as

routine medical, surgical, and dental cases

(352) 475-1828 • companionmelrose.com
852 N State Road 21 • Melrose, FL 32666 

Offi ce Hours: Monday - Friday 9 AM - 5PM • Saturday 9 AM - 12 PM • Sunday Closed

352.258.4187 
 Ter r yHal lHomes.com

C U S T O M  H O M E S

St.  L ic.  CRC025346 Es t .  1983

(352) 473-8882
7396 State Rd 21 N • Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Country Living, 3BR/2BA 1248 Sq. Ft. on 11.00 Acres, Quiet, Tons of Room to Grow ......................$140,000
Perfect Starter Home, 3BR/2BA 1207 Sq. Ft., Close to Town, Private Backyard ..............................$142,000
Golf Course Home, 3BR/2BA 1970 Sq. Ft., Fireplace, Great Backyard .............................................$230,000
Tons of Room to Grow, 4 BR/3BA 3026 Sq. Ft. on 2.84 Acres, Great Views, Fireplace.....................$269,777
Private Oasis w/ Pool, 4BR/4.5BA 3577 Sq. Ft. on 2.35 Acres, Great for Entertaining .....................$409,900

A Better Way to Buy and Sell Real Estate

‘A gesture’ 

School board approves insurance boost
By Eric Cravey
The Herald

FLEMING ISLAND – Teachers and staff 
members enrolled in the Clay County 
School District health insurance plan will be 
getting a boost from the district in their next 
eight paychecks.

The school board voted 5-0 at its March 
1 meeting to spend $305,000 to give each 
health insurance recipient $100 spread out 
over employee’s next eight pay periods. The 

move comes as the 
district braces for a 29 
percent hike in health 
insurance premiums, 
a year after receiving a 
10 percent hike.

Teachers equate 
the price increase to 
a money grab as the 
premium hike will 
basically wipe out a 
recent pay raise ap-

proved by the board.
“I do appreciate the raise, but I don’t 

want it to counteract the fact that the 
insurance is increasing and I have no other 
options but to use it [health insurance],” said 
Jenifer Burghart, a teacher at Orange Park 
High School.

In January, the Clay County Education 
Association ratified a two-year deal that 
gives $1,000 each year to Highly-Effective 
Professional Service Contract teachers, 
while Highly-Effective teachers will get 

$1,700 this year and next year guaranteed 
and Effective Annual Contract teachers get 
approximately $756.

Burghart asked the board to consider 
some type of health insurance assistance in 
support of the pending measure, which was 
placed on the school board agenda by Janice 
Kerekes.

Burghart she even looked at pricing for 
health insurance plans outside of the district 
and said they were comparable in price, but 

SEE STUDENT, 2

Jenifer Burghart

By Eric Cravey
The Herald

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Authorities arrest-
ed two more Clay County students in three 
weeks on felony charges after threatening to 
shoot a Clay County school.

The Clay County Sheriff’s Office arrested 
Keystone Heights Jr.-Sr. High School student 
Michael D. Matthews, 12, on March 9 after 
administrators found a written threat in one 
of the classrooms. 

CCSO arrested Trenton Andrew Edsall, 
15, of Keystone Heights, on March 7 at 2:56 
p.m. after administrators found he had 

written a threatening message in the boy’s 
bathroom.

According to the police report, Edsall 
wrote on the bathroom celling, “I’m going to 
shoot the school up.” The report also states 
Edsall’s message ended with a smiley face.

Police said that originally, Edsall – a 
ninth grader – contacted the school re-
source officer and said he witnessed a white 
male student approximately 5-foot, 7-inches 
tall with blonde hair, wearing light red shorts 
and a black T-shirt stand on the sink counter 
and write the message.

However, school officials and police de-

Students arrested
for shooting threats

STAFF PHOTO BY ERIC CRAVEY
School Superintendent Addison Davis is surrounded by his Cabinet, school board members and 
other administrators Feb. 22 in a press conference that addressed school shooting threats on social 
media. Since then, police have charged four juveniles two felonies each for the threats.

SEE GESTURE, 7

Administrators find written message in men’s restroom 
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By Kile Brewer
The Herald

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Members of the 
Keystone Heights City Council are actively 
seeking members for their Charter Review 
Committee after updating the application 
forms.

Forms were approved at the March 5 
council meeting, including a suggestion 
from council member Dan Lewandowski 
that will allow the form to be used univer-
sally for all committee applications instead 
of just this specific committee.

The Charter Review Committee is 
appointed from the citizens of Keystone 
Heights every four years to review the 
city charter from an unbiased perspective 
outside the city government. Two names 
have already been submitted and the city is 
looking for an additional three, according to 
City Clerk Lynn Rutkowski.

Forms cane be printed from the city’s 
website, in addition to availability at city hall. 
The committee convenes in early June so 
council hopes to have all spots filled by that 
time.

In addition to the Charter Review 
Committee, the city is looking for a single 
member to fill all the spots on the Growth 
Management Committee that is led by Vice 
Mayor Stephen Hart.

Later in the meeting, Mayor Karen Lake 
brought up the issue of their medical mari-
juana moratorium. 

“In one of my first briefings with you 

guys, when I first came on board, you talked 
about the ordinance for medical marijuana 
and I wanted to see if we were at that date 
when it sunsets,” Lake said during council 
comments.

City Manager Scott Kornegay respond-
ed, informing council that the moratorium 
will sunset at the end of March, which, bar-
ring council action, would revert the city to 
the state laws regulating legal dispensaries. 

Members of the council seemed content 
with allowing the city to fall under the state’s 
laws, with Vice Mayor Hart pointing out 
that Sen. Rob Bradley(R-Fleming Island) 
supported the measure so it must be well 
regulated and reasonable.

“Senator Bradley is a well-known con-
servative,” Hart said. “He would not approve 
anything that had to do with recreational 
marijuana, that’s just not part of his make-
up.”

Other members of the council seemed 
content in leaving the issue alone, especially 
after learning that Keystone isn’t the likely 
first choice for dispensaries should they opt 
to go with the state on the issue.

“The state has projected that in Clay 
County there will be one or two facilities 
approved,” Kornegay said. “The likelihood of 
one of the facilities landing within the city 
limits of Keystone Heights, in my mind, is 
miniscule.”

After the brief discussion, council mem-
bers agreed to take no formal action and 
allow the moratorium to end without further 
discussion. 

Welcome to North Florida Pharmacy! Serving Lake City and the surrounding areas 
since 1993. Our simple formula of courteous customer service and our quick pre-
scription turn-around time has enabled us to grow and reach out to the North Florida 
region with eight total pharmacies.

North Florida Pharmacy off ers drive-through service, a trained Dr. Comfort shoe 
specialist, and in-pharmacy vaccines for the fl u, shingles, and more!

North Florida Pharmacy
of Keystone Heights

405 S. Lawrence Blvd • Keystone Heights, FL  32656
(352) 478-2057 • northfl pharmacy.com

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-6:00pm • Saturday  9:00am-1:00pm

 
Sponsored by North Florida Pharmacy of Keystone

Crossword  
Puzzle Crossword

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Punctuation mark
 6. Married woman
 9. Nocturnal rodent
13. Suffix
14. A way to disappoint
15. Saddle horse
16. West African country
17. Philippine island
18. ÒGirlsÓ creator Dunham
19. A type of twin
21. Groans
22. Infections
23. What a beaver makes
24. Thou
25. Make a mistake
28. Receive
29. Dresses
31. Burn the surface of
33. Where coaches observe
36. Ceremonial offices
38. Paddle 
39. The bodyÕs main artery
41. Altered the original state
44. Alleges
45. Short-billed rails
46. Northern Thai province
48. Albanian monetary unit
49. Who the Wolverines play for

51. Oath
52. Astronomical period
54. A single unit
56. Presides over
60. Spoiled tot
61. Hillsides
62. Fertility god
63. Assuage
64. Signs a contract
65. Ancient Greek war dance
66. Allows
67. Lunar crater
68. Crash a motorcycle (Brit. slang)

CLUES DOWN
 1. Loose-fitting undergarment
 2. Western Romanian city
 3. Unit of length
 4. Type of electricity
 5. Article
 6. Mothers
 7. Monetary unit
 8. Single Lens Reflex
 9. Tan-colored horses
10. Region
11. Cautious in spending money
12. Belittle
14. Sarcastic
17. Fathers

20. Clothes
21. OperaÕs Callas
23. Lentil dish
25. Energy-saving module
26. Make sense of a language
27. Hurries through
29. Songs to oneÕs lover
30. Name given to plant groups
32. Improves
34. Patriotic women
35. Inflamed swelling on the eyelid
37. Instrument in Indian music
40. Request
42. Make into leather without using tannin
43. Defies
47. Neither
49. Flower cluster
50. Phonological unit
52. Leaves in water
53. Cavalry-sword
55. Famed American cartoonist
56. Messenger ribonucleic acid
57. ScarlettÕs home
58. Make
59. Stony waste matter
61. What to do at auction
65. Incorrect letters
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City seeking applicants for 
Charter Review Committee

debunked Edsall’s allegations after confirm-
ing his identity using surveillance video.
Edsall later confessed after being ques-
tioned about the threat, police said.

Edsall and Matthews each are charged 
with making written threats to or kill or do 
bodily harm, making a false report concern-
ing the use of firearms in a violent manner 
and disrupting a school function and crimi-
nal mischief.

Both students were booked into a juve-
nile detention center in Jacksonville after 
arrest.

Nicole Snyder, spokesperson for the 
Clay County School District, reiterated 
the district’s positions on such threats and 
violence.

“Parent notification was sent out yester-
day afternoon regarding the arrest. As stated 
in previous weeks, we continue to have zero 
tolerance for this type of behavior and will 
continue to work closely with our law en-
forcement agencies to keep our community 
safe. We have nothing further at this time,” 
Snyder stated via email.

Last month, CCSO arrested two other ju-
veniles for copycat school shooting threats, 
both from the Oakleaf area of the county. 
The threats came a week after the Valentine’s 
Day shooting at Broward County’s Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High in Parkland in 
which 17 people were killed at the school by 
a former student.

Clay County deputies arrested Alex-
andria Ashanti Summerset, 15, an Oakleaf 
High 9th grader, on Feb. 23 shortly after 
midnight. She faces charges of making 
the false report of the use of firearms in a 
violent manner, disrupting or interfering 
with school administration or functions and 
making written threats to kill or do bodily 
injury to others.

By the afternoon of Feb. 23, officers ar-
rested Oakleaf Junior High student, Rosa To-
ledo, 13, on the exact charges as Summerset. 
However, Toledo’s threats were made public 
at 8:30 a.m. on Feb. 23 when officials at the 
junior high reported receiving the threats via 
group text messaging.

The Oakleaf High threat led to about 40 
percent of the student body staying home 
ffor two days.

Student 
from page 1



DID YOU KNOW?
Your BluCross BlueShield and United Healthcare insurance may now cover up to 
$2,500 in hearing aids. Other insurances may have a hearing aid benefi t as well. 
Call us today for details!

WWW.USHEARINGSOLUTIONS.COM

WANTED
17 PEOPLE TO TRY A NEW TECHNOLOGY IN HEARING AIDS

ARE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW STRUGGLING WITH HEARING LOSS?

We need 17 people with diffi culty hearing, especially in noisy situations, to 
evaluate the latest in hearing technology. U.S. Hearing Solutions will perform 

hearing screening FREE of charge to all callers. We will then select 17 qualifi ed 
candidates. Please call immediately to schedule your screening to determine 
if you are a candidate for this new hearing technology. If selected, you will 
be asked to try this new hearing aid technology for 28 days.

Think hearing aids should be heard and not 
seen? Then the new INVISIBEL A4 by Audibel 
is for you. INVISIBEL A4 is the fi rst custom fi t 
invisible in-the- canal hearing aid, featuring 
the latest, most advanced technology on the 
market today. It’s completely invisible, and 
totally designed to fi t your lifestyle.

cacacacacaacaaccaa
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INVISIBEL A4

30 DAY
TRIAL!

DO YOU HAVE LESS 
THAN PERFECT CREDIT?

We say “YES” when
others say “NO”.

FOR AS LOW AS $1 A DAY WE 
MAKE TREATING HEARING 

LOSS AFFORDABLE!

AS
REATING H

OSS AFFORDABLE!
ATING

OSS AFFORDABSS AFFOR

FREE
HEARING

AID
REPAIR
No charge 

for any 
in-offi ce 

hearing aid 
repair.

INTRODUCTORY OFFER

$750
FREE
HEARING
CHECK UP
This check up 
will determine 

if you have 
hearing loss 

and what type 
of hearing

loss you have.

You’ve never seen anything like 
it! AMP is designed to fi t snugly 
inside your ear 
canal, where 
no one can 
see it!

(Fits up 
to 40db 

loss)

GAINESVILLE
4130 NW 37th Place, Ste C

352-448-5944

S. GAINESVILLE
5843 SW 75th St, Ste 108

352-448-5933

STARKE
1107 S Walnut St
904-452-4811

OCALA
2400 SW College Rd, Ste 202

352-547-5900 

LAKE CITY
163 SW Stonegate Ter, Ste 109

386-269-8117

CHIEFLAND
2161 NW 11th Dr
352-535-8022

WILLISTON
510 B SW 5th Terrace

904-364-4888
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Word of the Week is a feature that aims 
to help readers boost their vocabulary 
in a meaningful way that has practical 
application. Each week, our editorial staff 
presents a word, its definition and its use 
in a sentence.

Opinions 
The views and opinions expressed on this page are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Keystone Heights Herald. 

Blake Dowling

This Month 
in History

Nursing homes, 
first responders, 
arming teachers, 
busting unions 
By Dean Wilson
FloridaPolitics.com

After going back and forth with similar 
bills, the Legislature cleared a proposal 

Monday that would require nursing homes 
to have backup generators on site to keep 
the air conditioning running during power 
outages.

The bill, House Bill 7099, is a priority 
of Gov. Rick Scott, who issued a similar re-
quirement via an emergency rule following 
a dozen heat-related deaths at The Rehabili-
tation Center at Hollywood Hills following 
Hurricane Irma.

Upon the bill’s passage, Florida Health 
Care Association Executive Director Em-
mett Reed issued a statement:

“FHCA applauds 
Florida lawmakers 
for passing legisla-
tion that prioritizes 
the care and comfort 
of the residents in 
our state’s nursing 
homes. The Legisla-
ture’s ratification of 
the nursing home 
generator rule is 
another important 
step to ensuring 
Florida remains a 
leader when it comes to taking care of our 
seniors, especially during disasters. We ap-
preciate the Legislature, Governor Scott and 
the Agency for Health Care Administration 
for allowing us to be part of the discussion 
and considering our recommendations 
as this rule was developed. Our priority 
has always been to strengthen emergency 
procedures so the focus remains on the 
well-being of residents and the emergency 
planning that ensures their safety. We look 
forward to the Governor signing this legisla-
tion into law.”

Also on Monday, lawmakers sent a bill 
that would expand workers’ compensa-
tion benefits to first responders who suffer 
job-related post-traumatic stress disorder to 
Scott’s desk.

A spokesman said the governor will 
“review the legislation” when received, but 
would not commit to Scott’s approval. If 
Chief Financial Officer Jimmy Patronis has 
any sway, however, Senate Bill 376 will get 
Scott’s signature.

Patronis said issued a statement after 
the bill cleared both chambers with unani-
mous votes:

“From day one this has been a life or 
death issue. Our firefighters are attempting 
suicide at a rate five times higher than the 
general population, and they are thinking 
about suicide at a rate nine times higher 

SEE BILLS, 5

Dean Wilson

By Blake Dowling
FloridaPolitics.com

Facebook has been a modern Ameri-
can success 

story that con-
tinues to break 
boundaries and 
reinvent itself.

It has also 
been in the 
news a lot lately, 
not for innova-
tion, but what 
some people 
are calling, 
pay-to-play, 
exclusion, the 
“Facebook Apocalypse” and more.

Some publishers and advertisers are 
not happy, as the platform jacks up rates 
and pulls the plug on what people see 
organically.

Users are also not happy as they see 
too many ads. Facebook had 2 million 
advertisers in 2016 –

 with over 5 million now. Good prob-
lem to have, but how they are handling 
it is, for us, a wait-and-see moment.

Go back a few years in the Facebook 
world; pay-and-advertise was rarely 
mentioned. Back then, there were lots 
of other talks: organic, connect, share … 
yadda yadda yadda.

See this quote below, taken from a 
2009 Wired article:

Wired.com: “So give me an example. 
A year or two from now, what might you 
be able to do on Facebook that would 
be an example of what you’re talking 
about – if you’re a small business. Or a 
large business, for that matter?”

Mark Zuckerberg: “You should be 
able to connect to a business in the 

same way that you connect to a friend, 
or a person on the site, and then that 
business should be able to publish 
things in the same way that that hap-
pens for people you care about.”

Anyway, Facebook’s success is cool 
and inspiring.

However, we all need to be prepared 
for changes.

I have been part of several conversa-
tions in the Chamber, charity, political, 
publishing and business sectors, all of 
which basically say, in their opinion, it is 
all shifting.

So, let’s play a hypothetical game.
If the Florida Politics’ Facebook 

page posts my column under the new 
system, not all the page followers would 
automatically see my column.

But isn’t that the whole point of shar-
ing things on the page?

However, if you pay, you can then 
open the gates a little further.

Let’s not forget; Facebook has some 
issues to tighten up.

The New York Times weighed in 
again on the story of the Russian ad 
buys to stir discord in the process. 
Speaking of which, it’s going to be more 
relentless the next time; so, study up on 
their tactics.

Also new in the social media politi-
cal front, advertisers will now have to 
say who paid for them. That sounds 
familiar. Great idea.

This blog pokes fun at that.
So, Facebook is part of the world: 

politics, business, pictures of your 
neighbor’s cat named Frito, blogs 
about Knight Rider, rants on everything 
(maybe FB should make political rant-
ers pay-to-play; there’s an idea for you, 
Zuck).

Word of the Week is a feature that 
aims to help readers boost their vocabu-
lary in a meaningful way that has practi-
cal application. Each week, our editorial 
staff presents a word, its definition and 
its use in a sentence.

Kakistocracy: A noun meaning 
“government by the most unscrupulous or 
unsuitable people, or a state governed by 
such people.”

“While the federal government has not 
been called such before, it’s real close to 
becoming a kakistocracy.”

The pleasure and pain of Facebook

FACEBOOK, 16

5 years ago, 2013
A three-month investigation by security 

of¬ficers at the Clay County Jail uncovered 
a ring accused of smuggling contraband 
into the pre-trial center at the request of 
inmates. The contraband was being con-
cealed at three different county sites where 
it would be picked up by inmate trustees 
and taken back to the jail for consumption.

n
Sheriff Rick Beseler laid a wreath at the 

gravesite of Detective David White as part 
of a Feb. 15 ceremony honoring White’s 
service to the Clay County Sheriff’s Office. 
White was shot February 16, 2012 in a raid 
of a home on Alligator Boulevard in Middle-
burg that was found to be a methamphet-
amine operation.

n
The Clay County Education Association 

challenged the Feb. 21 firing Orange Park 
Junior High teacher Helena Feuerborn stat-
ing the punishment does not fit the crime. 
Feuerborn was fired for having a stun gun 
in a locked cabinet in her classroom.

10 years ago, 2008
The Clay County Sheriff’s Office seized 

some 300 marijuana plants from a grow 

SEE HISTORY, 5

CLARIFICATION
In last month’s edition, in the story headlined “Fire station construction to 

get underway,” it was unclear where the station is being built. The station is 
being built outside the city limits of Keystone Heights.



INCOME TAX TIME- SAVE BIG!!!

“PROUDLY SERVING YOU FOR 45 GREAT YEARS!”

OF STARKEHANDI-HOUSE

HANDI
HOUSE

• Custom Ordered Sizes
• Steel Buildings • RV/Boat Covers
• Car Ports • Portables

904-964-3330
REPOS

AVAILABLE

$8900 NODOWN 
DELIVERS

FREE
DELIVERY

CREDIT
CHECK

RENT
TO OWN

3 STALL CARPORT

CARPORT & GABLE

HORSE BARN

RV CARPORTRED BARN

WOOD STYLE

SIDE DOOR PORTABLE LOFT BARN

UTILITY GARAGE

UTILITY WITH PORCH

CEDAR PORTABLE

ROUNDED STYLE CARPORT

ENCLOSED GARAGE

RED BARN

UTILITY CARPORT

KHHerald March 15, 2018      KH Herald 5

Bills
from page 4

than the general population. We’ve heard 
horrific stories about loss of life, and the 
impact tragedy has on our first responders 
and their families.

“First responders show up for us every 
day, without hesitation or questioning our 
politics, and today Florida showed up for 
them. Last year, four states, including Texas, 
increased mental health benefits for first 
responders. I’m proud we can now add 
Florida to that list.

“To those who refused to support this 
measure from the beginning: we got it done 
without you.

“Thank you to Senate President Joe 
Negron, Florida House Speaker Richard 
Corcoran, Sen. Lauren Book, Rep. Matt 
Willhite, and all of the co-sponsors in both 
chambers.”

By early evening, the final vote hadn’t 

come down for the school safety package 
pieced together in the aftermath of the Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High School shoot-
ing, but the Florida Coalition to Prevent Gun 
Violence put out a final statement against 
certain provisions in the bill.

One such measure – the arming of teach-
ers – was watered down in the Senate bill 
Monday afternoon.

Coalition co-chairs Patricia Brigham and 
Andy Pelosi, as well as League of Women 
Voters of Florida President Pamela Good-
man, put out the following statement ahead 
the vote Monday evening:

“As the Senate is poised to vote on SB 
7026 (School Safety Bill), we remain op-
posed to any policy that will arm adminis-
trators, teachers, or staff as a way to defend 
against a mass shooting. While SB 7026 does 
contain certain important provisions, arm-
ing people in our schools that are not School 
Resource Officers, whose only job is to 
protect the school, will not properly protect 
our schools and will ultimately cost more 

money in the long run.
“We call on the Senate to strip any plan 

that will arm administrators, teachers, or 
staff before sending a bill to the House. If 
the Senate fails to act as we have outlined, 
we call on the House to fully debate SB 7026 
and fully remove provisions arming teach-
ers, administrators, or staff.

“The issues are too grave and the stakes 
too high not to fully debate all issues related 
to school safety in Florida.”

The other K-12 package moving through 
the Legislature Monday was House Speaker 
Richard Corcoran’s favored bill, HB 7055. It 
got approval from the Senate with a 20-17 
vote, and the House sent it to the Governor’s 
desk with a 74-39 vote.

While many teachers have negative 
things to say about the “union-busting” pro-
visions in the bill, its passage earned praise 
from Americans for Prosperity-Florida. 
AFP-FL Director Chris Hudson put out the 
following statement Monday:

“This bill is a win-win. It stands up for 

the rights of teachers who don’t want their 
money going to a union they don’t support 
and provides Florida’s kids with better edu-
cation options. We commend the Senate for 
passing this bill, and hope the House sends 
it to the Governor for his signature as soon 
as possible.

“Our activists have worked tirelessly to 
engage with citizens and lawmakers about 
the importance of passing these measures 
into law. Their hard work every session con-
tinues to inspire positive outcomes through-
out our legislative process.”

n
Drew Wilson covers legislative cam-

paigns and fundraising for SaintPetersBlog 
and FloridaPolitics.com. While at the 
University of Florida, Wilson was an editor 
at The Independent Florida Alligator and 
after graduation, he moved to Los Angeles 
to cover business deals for The Hollywood 
Reporter. His column appears courtesy of 
FloridaPolitics.com.

operation at a home in the 1400 block of 
Javeline Court in Middleburg. Police ar-
rested and charged Robert Joseph Martin 
with marijuana cultivation. 

n
U.S. Rep. Cliff Stearns(R-Ocala) traveled 

to Camp Blanding to hand out $25 million 
in federal funds to help enhance the base’s 

History 
from page 4

role in military readiness in the global war 
on terror.

n
The Clay Board of County Commission-

ers passed a residential impact fee after 
months of debate, study and consideration. 
Area homebuilders opposed the move.

20 years ago, 1998
The Clay County Sheriff’s Office inves-

tigated the deaths of cattle found dead in a 
pasture in the 2700 block of County Road 
739 in Lake Asbury.

n
Clay County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 

James A. Tyler on charges of bank robbery at 
an undisclosed location in Bradford County. 
He allegedly robbed the South Trust Bank at 
1939 Wells Rd.

n
The Clay County Sheriff’s Office investi-

gated a home invasion robbery at a resi-
dence on County Road 218 in Middleburg. 
Three men wearing black clothes and black 
ski masks used shotguns to force their way 
into the home.

30 years ago, 1988
The Green Cove Springs Police Depart-

ment said Cecil John Woodcock, a resident 
of the Carey Motel on N. Orange Avenue, 
was arrested for allegedly forcing a male co-
worker from Gustafson’s Dairy to perform 
oral sex on him.

n
Fleming Island residents publicly op-

posed a plan by DuPont to build more than 
3,000 homes on a 2,133-acre tract citing 

SEE HISTORY,  16
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Sweetest Strawberries this side of Heaven

Saturday April 7 
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Yesterday’s Festival brings sights, sounds and smells 

of Old Florida –Page 8

FULL-SERVICE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

7400 State Road 21 • Keystone Heights, FL

352-473-8222 • springlakeanimal.com

Offi ce Hours: Monday 8:30 am - 3 pm 

Tue-Fri 8 am - 6 pm • Sat & Sun Closed

352.258.4187 

 Ter r yHal lHomes.com

C U S T O M  H O M E S

St.  L ic.  CRC025346 
Es t .  1983

(352) 473-8882

7396 State Rd 21 N • Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Price Reduction, 3BR/2BA, 4.56 Acres, Spacious, on Private Lake ..................................$219,000

Brooklyn Bay Lake, 4BR/3BA, Tons of Room, Great View .........................................
........$239,700

Lily Lake Property, 4BR/2BA, Open Floor Plan, Stone Fireplace.......................................$284,000

20 Acres, 4BR/3BA, Screen Pool, Country Living, Quiet Location ....................................$335,000

Price Reduction, 4BR/4.5BA, 2.35 Acres, Tons of Room, Inground Pool...........................$409,900

A Better Way to Buy and Sell Real Estate

By Wesley LeBlanc
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FLEMING ISLAND – Clay County School 

Board Member Ashley Gilhousen is un-

happy with the current selection of science 

textbooks for grades K-12 and found herself 

in the presence of others who shared that 

feeling, and those who didn’t, during the 

Feb. 1 school board meeting. 

During a public hearing to approve 

the advertised science textbook adoption, 

Gilhousen expressed the problems she had 

with how the textbooks teach evolution, 

claiming that it’s presented more as fact 

rather than theory. She also showed con-

cern that evolution is the only theory in the 

textbook used to teach the origin of life. 

“I think what we heard tonight is a whole 

lot of science that’s been left out of our 

textbooks and there is scientific argument 

to the theory of evolution that is not being 

presented,” Gilhousen said. “If you look at 

what the state requires, it only requires our 

students to know the supporting evidence 

for [the scientific theory of evolution] and 

that’s my point of contention.” 

Gilhousen, who is running for re-elec-

tion this year, said her faith is not a part of 

this discussion and that rather, she wants 

a comprehensive science education that 

challenges students to think critically and 

make their own decisions based on empiri-

cal evidence and scientific data. 

She continued on saying that what she 

said was echoed by constituents in the 

audience.

By Wesley LeBlanc

KHHerald.co
m

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – For more than 50 

years, Fire Station 11 served the city, but, 

like many things, time took its toll on the 

building.
On Jan. 30, county and city officials 

gathered for a ceremonial ground-breaking 

PHOTO PROVIDED BY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Keystone Heights city officials joined Clay County Commissioners and other officials in a ceremonial groundbreaking held Jan. 30 for the new 

Keystone Heights Fire Station. Fire Station No. 11 will cost $2.4 million and is part of a strategy to modenize the county’s fire department facilities.

station 
Construction underway

SEE FIRE, 16

Darwin 
on trial
Textbook adopted in 3-2 vote

SEE BOOK, 6

ADVERTISE 

TODAY!
CALL LAURA 
FOR MORE 

INFORMATION

352.502.9700

Celebrating a century 

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER
Rachel Buff sits at the head table March 2 during her 100th birthday celebration held by her many 
friends in Keystone Heights where Buff lives.

By Kile Brewer
The Herald

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – In the 1950s, Ra-
chel Buff and her husband Vernon headed 
to Daytona Beach for their honeymoon. 
Along the way they stopped in Keystone 
Heights and upon returning home from the 
trip, the pair decided to return to Keystone 
and make it their home.

In the next half century, the Buffs 
became a vital part of the Keystone Heights 
community, running Buff’s Garage, and 
raised a family that has remained in the 
area. Last week Rachel turned 100 years 
old on Friday, March 2, and celebrated with 
a birthday party held in her honor by the 
Keystone community that she has been so 
involved in during the second half of her life. 

“She’s been part of our community since 
she moved here,” said Myra Lewis, who 
works with Buff at the Senior Center and 
Lake Area Ministries. “She’s always been 
active and always been a part of everything 
here.”

To say that Buff stays active is an under-
statement, maintaining a level of activity 
that would be high for someone decades 
younger than 100. She volunteers at the 
Keystone Heights Senior Center where she 
serves daily meals to the center’s clients, 
most of whom are much younger than Buff. 
She also helps out with Lake Area Ministries 
in Keystone, an organization she has stayed 
involved with for decades. 

“She just loves everybody, and in turn, 
they love her back,” said her son, Gene 
Coble. “Everybody [in Keystone] is her 
neighbor, she’s friendly to everybody she 
meets.”

Coble remembers growing up in Key-
stone where his mother was known for her 
ambitious spirit and kind nature. As he grew 
older and had kids of his own, and those 
kids had kids, and so on, their family grew 
into dozens of people who looked up to Ra-
chel and aimed to be active members of the 
Keystone community with many sticking 
around. Some of Buff’s great- and great-
great-grandchildren attended the party last 
Friday. 

“She always liked to be doing some-
thing,” Coble said. “Up until a couple years 
back she was still jogging three to five miles 
a day.”

Stories about Buff and her energetic 
nature were the theme of the day. If you talk 
to her, you’ll understand why her secret to 
aging gracefully is to not be complacent.

“Get out and get some exercise, and 
watch what you eat,” Buff said. “Don’t just sit 
and watch television all day!”

Buff also noted that she had been 
blessed with naturally good health and 
taken care of herself over the years, but for 
her, activity is the best medicine. 

When she woke up the morning of the 
party, she had no idea what she was in for. 

Birthday party, city honors Rachel Buff

SEE PARTY, 7



1166 Blanding Blvd. • Orange Park • 904-272-2200 • www.gordonchevy.com

2018 Silverado 
1500 Crew Cab 
LT All Star

$11,000
OFF MSRP

up to

Must finance through GM Financial.  Savings includes $2,500 conquest rebate.  Must qualify.  
All other rebates to dealer.  See dealer for details.  Must take delivery by 4/2/2018.

MARCHmarkd wn
MADNESS

Bed liner 
included with
new Silverado 

purchase
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Gesture
from page `1

STAFF PHOTOS BY KILE BREWER
Photos of Rachel Buff decorated the gift table March 2 in Keystone Heights during Buff’s100th 
birthday party held across the road from the Senior Center in the large outdoor pavilion.

Party 
from page 6

In her mind, she was headed to the Senior 
Center, like always, where she would eat her 
noon meal and maybe a piece of cake with 
her friends and colleagues at the center. 

Keystone Heights Mayor Karen Lake presents a physical copy of a proclamation read during 
March 5 City Council meeting honoring the 100th birthday of Keystone resident Rachel Buff.

Instead she got the red, or in this case blue, 
carpet treatment.

She started the day in hair and makeup 
before heading outside where a long white 
limousine was waiting to pick her up, her 
first limo ride in all 100 years. As she made 
her way to the party, signs lined her route 
including a big happy birthday wish on the 

marquee of Johnny’s Restaurant on State 
Road 21. Finally, she arrived at the Senior 
Center, but instead was taken across the 
road to the outdoor pavilion where the party 
was waiting.

She was escorted from the limo through 
a balloon arch and down a long blue carpet 
to her seat at the head table. The entire event 

was drenched in blue – Buff’s favorite color 
– and the smell of her favorite foods, fried 
chicken and potato salad, filled the air while 
oldies karaoke serenaded guests. 

“The whole day has been one big sur-
prise,” Buff said, smiling. “I didn’t know any 
of this was going to happen.”

still characterized that pricing as “astro-
nomical.”

“I love my job. I love what I do, but I 
have to be able to support my family in the 
process,” said Burghart, whose husband 
also teaches in the school district.

Before the vote, board members took 
about 45 minutes to weigh in on the pros 
and cons of spending the $305,000. It be-
came apparent that some board members 
are still haunted by previous year’s actions 
of dipping into the district’s fund balance 
from 2013-2016 to balance the budget. 
However, the district is on track this fiscal 
year to life the fund balance to 4 percent, a 
point it has not seen since approximately 
2011.

“I’m sitting here feeling like, I want to say 
absolutely, yes, we want to do everything 

we can for the teachers, and on the other 
hand, I’m sitting here saying, we need to be 
fiscally responsible as a school board mem-
ber,” said board member Mary Bolla.

School board member Ashley Gilhou-
sen was the next to weigh in and said she 
echoed Bolla’s thoughts. She appeared to say 
school security was her top of mind issue as 
she said, “I’ve been getting hammered with 
phone calls, emails, conversations – every-
body’s concerned about school security.”

Gilhousen said she questioned the real-
life impact of the $100 per employee. While 
she asked for more time to further discuss 
insurance, she would go on to vote for the 
measure. Gilhousen also said the $305,000 
was “a large portion of our fund balance.”

However, Susan Legutko, assistant 
superintendent for business affairs, said 
the move would only take the fund balance 
down to 3.5 percent, which is still above the 
state-recommended level of 3 percent.

Meanwhile, Kerekes fired back by saying 

the board has talked about health insur-
ance all year and that now is the time to take 
some type of action.

“You’re right. It’s a couple gallons of gas. 
We’ve had people come before us and say 
how they can’t afford to buy gas to get to 
work meaning they are struggling. Not ev-
erybody’s making $114,000 a year,” Kerekes 
said.

Chairman Carol Studdard said she was 
“torn on this” and asked whether the district 
would be better off to take the $305,000 and 
use it as seed money to launch a self-insured 
plan for the district.

“We are committed to do something 
about this insurance,” Studdard said. “Our in-
surance rates are ridiculous. When I first got 
on this board, there was no [insurance] cost 
to the employee. Look over the past years 
what has happened – it is out of control.”

Vice Chairman Betsy Condon said she 
was concerned that, if the measure passed, 
the teacher’s union could come back to 

the board and file “an unfair labor practice” 
saying the board did not conduct recent 
contract negotiations in good faith.

“I also feel like it’s a gesture and I’ll be 
honest with y’all, we need to get to the mini-
mum of what the rest of the state’s doing 
and it was our fault – ours collectively, Clay 
County School District” Condon said. “It was 
our fault we got into the place we did with 
the fund balance and we’re all having to live 
with that.”

Before taking a vote, Studdard asked 
Renna Lee Paiva, CCEA president, if teach-
ers have spoken to her about the proposed 
expenditure.

“I think it’s very important to them,” Paiva 
said. “I think you’re right, that it’s a gesture…
these people are frustrated. The employees 
are frustrated, but that $10 is meaningful to 
us.”The next monthly school board meeting 
is April 5 at 6 p.m. at the Teacher Training 
Center on the campus of Fleming Island 
High.
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GO ONLINE OR CALL US
TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

PUTNAM COMMUNITY MEDICAL CENTER  

NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS

Karl Baird, MD 
Orthopedic Surgeon
Dr. Karl Baird is an orthopedic surgeon 
who is enthusiastic about working 
full-time with the medical community 
of Putnam County. He brings over 20 
years of experience in community 
orthopedic surgery. He is a specialist 
in total joint replacement, sports 
medicine, trauma, arthroscopy, hand 
and foot, for both children and adults. 
Dr. Baird is board certified by the 
American Board of Orthopedic Surgery.

PUTNAM SURGICAL ASSOCIATES
David Cummings, MD, General Surgeon | Karl Baird, MD, Orthopedic Surgeon   

Chris Salzman, MD, General Surgeon
414 Zeagler Dr.,  Palatka, FL 32177

386 3284123 | PUTNAMSURGICAL.COM

Call (352) 473-6201 
7348 State Rd. 21 • Keystone Heights, FL
Text: (352) 478-9542 • DeanWeaver@WatsonRealtyCorp.

It’s YOUR TIME! JoinWatson.com
ONLINE REAL ESTATE COURSES AVAILABLE

Keystone teen to compete for 
Miss Teen Florida

JACKSONVILLE – A 16-year-old from 
Keystone Heights will compete for Miss 
Teen Florida in June in Jacksonville.

Ayana Farquharson recently qualified 
as a state finalist in the National American 
Miss Florida Pageant to be held June 9-11 at 
the Hyatt Regency 
hotel. The pageant is 
open to contestants 
between 4 and 18 
who compete in five 
different age divi-
sions.

The newly-
crowned Miss Teen 
Florida will receive a 
$1,000 cash award, 
the official crown 
and banner, a bou-
quet of roses and air transportation to com-
pete in the national pageant at Disneyland 
in California. She will also tour Hollywood. 
She has the chance to represent the state of 
Florida for the entire year.

Contestants will compete in four overall 
categories including Formal Wear Modeling, 
Personal Introduction, Interview and Com-
munity Service Project. National American 
Miss also offers optional contests such as 
the Top Model Search, Talent, Actress and 
so much more.

National American Miss pageant 
celebrates America’s greatness and encour-

ages students to become leaders in their 
respective communities. Each year, the 
pageant awards thousands in scholarships 
and prizes to recognize and assist in the 
development of young ladies nationwide. 
Families interested in learning more about 
the program may visit www.namiss.com.

Art Guild offering college scholarship
ORANGE PARK – The Art Guild of 

Orange Park is offering a $1,000 scholarship 
to a high school senior who is a resident of 
Clay County and plans to seek a degree in 
the Visual Fine Arts or Art Education.

Applications are available online and 
may be downloaded from the Guild website 
at www.artguildoforangepark.com.

Students are requested to present their 
portfolio to the Scholarship Committee. In-
terviews will be scheduled after the deadline 
of April 1.

Free safe boating course 
coming

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Boat owners 
have a chance to learn the rules of safe 
boating at a workshop scheduled for next 
weekend.

It is your opportunity to learn about your 
boat, what to do before you get underway, 
operating your boat safely, the legal require-
ments of boating, about boating emergen-
cies and what to do, and much more. The 
course is conducted by the U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary and the Clay County Sheriff’s 

Community  Briefs Office. Materials are free and families are 
welcome.

The free Boating Safety Course on 
March 17, will be held at the USCG Auxil-
iary Headquarters, 1 Bunker Ave. in Green 
Cove Springs, behind the Military Museum. 
Seating is limited and reservations are 
required. For more information, to reserve 
seats, to receive registration confirmation, 
please call or text (904) 529-5979 with your 
name, email, and phone number or email 
boatsafeclay@gmail.com.

Persons born after January 1, 1988 are 
required to take a boating safety course 
prior to operating a vessel over 10 horse-
power, unless exempt.

Reinhold Foundation hosts 
nonprofit leadership seminar

FLEMING ISLAND – On March 27, 
board members of nonprofit organizations 
serving Clay County residents are invited to 
attend a free workshop, “Board Governance 
for Effective Leadership.”

The Paul E. and Klare N. Reinhold 
Foundation Inc. is sponsoring the one-day 
workshop taught by Chuck V. Loring, a 
nationally known expert in nonprofit board 
development and governance. Loring is 
the senior partner of the fundraising and 
governance consulting services firm of Lor-
ing, Sternberg, & Associates and a senior 
governance associate for BoardSource in 
Washington, D.C. 

The objectives of the workshop include 
the top ten ways to strengthen board 
performance; how to develop an effective 
board recruitment strategy; a review of 
board structure and tools for improving 

board meetings; legal and ethical duties of 
board members; tips for successful board 
building and how to manage expectations; 
and a review of current data affecting the 
nonprofit community.

Participation is open to board members 
and senior staff and volunteers of 501(c)3 
nonprofit groups active in the First Coast 
Area that provide services to Clay County 
residents. 

Registration is required to attend. Seat-
ing is limited and registration is on a first 
come, first served basis. For more infor-
mation or to register, contact Amy Parker, 
executive director, at (904) 269-5857, exten-
sion 404.

NEFBA accepts applications 
for apprentice programs

JACKSONVILLE – The Northeast 
Florida Builders Association Apprentice-
ship Program is accepting applications for 
its electrical, plumbing and heating and air-
conditioning apprentice training programs 
March 15 through June 15. Applications 
for carpentry training are accepted year 
around. 

NEFBA’s program has offered quality 
construction career training for 45 years to 
meet the needs of employers, the industry 
and the community thereby enhancing the 
quality of life in Northeast Florida.

The four-year program is registered 
with the Florida Department of Education 
and is compatible with Post-911 GI Bill for 
veterans. It consists of classroom instruc-
tion two nights a week from September 

Ayana Farquharson

SEE BRIEFS, 16



Now Open!

visit www.canterfi eldofclaycounty.comassisted living 
license #AL13006

Follow us
on facebook

  Canterfield of Clay County
An Independent and Assisted Living Community

Independent Living  •  Assisted Living
Memory Care 

Independence. Well-Being. Peace of Mind.

•  Th ree Chef-prepared Meals 
Daily

•  Restaurant-style Dining
•  Scheduled Transportation
•  Organized Activities

•  Barber / Beauty Salon
•  Arts & Craft  Room
• Movie Th eater
• Fitness Center
• Laundry Service

• Licensed Nurses 24/7
• Housekeeping
• Pet-friendly
• Library
• WiFi

Canterfi eld of Clay County 
904-203-6100
1611 Winners Circle
at 3223 Old Jennings Road 
Middleburg, FL 32068

Public EventMarch

Dine with the Doctor
Tuesday, March 27th • 5:30 p.m.
“Skin Cancer Screenings”

Dr. Sarah Ferrer-Bruker

Reservations Required
(904) 203-6100

“Kid Friendly”
Local Bands, 

Local Craft and 
Food Truck Rally

Green Green on
the

Starke’s

Saturday, March 17thaturday, Mayy,,,, Mdayatur

Sponsored by 
Downtown Merchant 

Association & 
Bradford County 

Tourist Development 
Council

Vendors 
Wanted!

904.964.9253

St. Patty’s Day Fun
12pm - 10pm

SAVE THE DATE
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By Debra W. Buehn
The Herald

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Confronted with 
deadly issues that could affect employees, 
the Board of County Commissioners agreed 
Tuesday to take a good look at how the 
county should deal with its employees and 
their right to protect themselves.

Commissioners also decided to stage 
a workshop that will look at a related issue 
dealing with mental health services.

The issues came about in part due to the 
deadly shooting Feb. 14 in Broward County 
where 17 people at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School were killed by a former 
student. Gavin Rollins, Clay County com-
mission chairman, put the item on the BCC 
agenda, saying he did so for discussion for 
“the idea of changing the employee hand-
book to allow employees to protect them-
selves by carrying concealed if they have a 
Florida concealed carry license.”

“This measure was about allowing law-
abiding employees with a concealed permit 
to exercise that right to protect themselves 
on the job,” he said in an interview after the 
meeting.

 “If one of our employees was ever faced 
with a horrible event, I’d want them to be 
able to defend themselves. They deserve that 
right to self-defense on the job. If they can 
carry safely they should have that right.”

Rollins also called for a workshop to re-
view mental health services in Clay County. 
Since the Broward County killings, many 

people have cited mental health issues as a 
leading problem in the rash of tragic shoot-
ings that have plagued the country in past 
years.

“The goal is to make sure we have a 
comprehensive, collaborative approach to 
dealing with the mental health crisis,” Rollins 
said. Rollins said he actually was looking at 
the concealed carry issue before the Bro-
ward County shooting. 

He had noticed that Okaloosa County, 
Florida had recently changed its employee 
manual to allow those with a concealed 
weapon permit to carry at work if they 
chose. In the meantime, the tragic shooting 
in Broward County occurred.

“I still think this is an appropriate discus-
sion for this time because it goes to the heart 
of protecting our citizens – especially our 
law-abiding citizens,” he said, adding that 
his thought would be to change the county’s 
human resources policy to allow for “those 
who lawfully have a concealed weapon 
permit to carry in the same manner that any 
other citizen does.”

“That wouldn’t give them any additional 
privileges. It wouldn’t add to what they’re 
allowed to do. It would simply bring it in 
line with what other citizens are currently 
allowed to do,” he said.

As an illustration, Rollins used the idea 
of a county librarian who might have a con-
cealed weapon permit. That person would 
not be able to carry their weapon to work 
in the library, but a citizen with a permit 
simply visiting the library would be able 

to carry their weapon. Other counties and 
municipalities have also started changing 
their rules, he said. 

Offering his input, Clay County Sheriff 
Darryl Daniels said carry laws are basically 
covered by Florida statutes, and care must 
be taken not to supersede those statutes. 
Daniels also said that if the county decided 
to move in the direction of allowing employ-
ees to carry in the workplace, he would want 
to know how many people “we’re talking 
about” and that it would have to be on a vol-
untary basis, with proper training involved.

“I like the idea that we’re trying to do 
something proactive and if the Clay County 
Sheriff’s office can assist in that endeavor 
then you’ve got my commitment and I’m on 
the record with that,” he said.

Current policy is somewhat unclear, 
county staff members said. 

“It’s interesting because in our policy it 
has “disciplinary action” but it does not say 
that you can or cannot carry,” said Stephanie 
Kopelousos, county manager, adding that 
basically, state law allows employees to keep 
their weapon in their cars in the parking lot.

County Attorney Courtney Grimm 
indicated that some of the problems with 
looking at a different policy would deal with 
“mechanics,” including such things as fire 
and rescue employees and what would they 
do with weapons if they had to respond to 
an emergency. 

Things to be considered would include 
would it be all right for the weapons to be in 
a county vehicle, she said.

Both county commissioners Diane 
Hutchings and Wayne Bolla said they have 
carry permits (as does Rollins). Hutchings 
said she was not yet comfortable actually 
carrying and had talked to the sheriff about 
whether he would be willing to do training 
and evaluations for safety purposes. 

Hutchings said she was generally in favor 
of a new policy but wanted to make sure it 
was “well thought out.” 

“We need to plan,” she said.     
Bolla also said he thought planning was 

important, and that there could be some 
“pitfalls” in the issue. 

“It’s going to take some study. I sort of 
have a rule of thumb if I feel like I have to 
carry a gun I don’t go there,” he said.

Commissioner Mike Cella said his main 
question would be how many employees 
would be interested in carrying, or would 
want the issue pursued.

“Most of them that have already talked 
to me answered in a negative fashion (that) 
they did not want us to pursue that,” he said.

However, Rollins said he believed it was 
a “fundamental right” for the employees.

“It’s not necessarily that a ton of employ-
ees want it. I believe it’s such a fundamental 
right that they should have that opportunity. 
But I definitely think that a lot of the points 
brought up are good in terms of making sure 
that we do it the right way,” he said.

In the end, commissioners requested 
staff to research the idea and bring back 
policy considerations for the commissioners 
to discuss.                 

BCC takes up guns in workplace
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“A FULL SERVICE LAW F IRM”

 BUSINESS LAW • ACCIDENT LAW • SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION • FAMILY LAW • DIVORCE • CRIMINAL LAW

ELDER LAW • ESTATE PLANNING

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA LAW SCHOOL

28 YEARS EXPERIENCE • BORN & RAISED IN JACKSONVILLE

I LOVE MY COUNTRY!
904-228-1090

TEXT or CALL
“I’m only a text away, lean on me”

JACKSONVILLE ORANGE PARK

What kind of lifestyle do you hope to 
have in retirement? Do you have a strat-
egy to get there? If you don’t have confi -
dence in your plan, it may be time to en-
gage a fi nancial professional. But how do 
you choose the one that’s right for you?

You can start by asking some key ques-
tions. For example, ask candidates if they 
have experience working with people like 
you. Also, fi nd out what’s really important 
to them – you could be working with a fi -
nancial advisor for decades, so you’ll want 
someone who shares your values.

Furthermore, ask possible advisors 
how they will communicate with you. At a 

minimum, you’ll want to have an annual 
meeting with your advisor, but you’ll also 
want regular communications through-
out the year. And you’ll want to know that 
you’re free to call with questions when-
ever you like – and that you’ll always be 
able to reach a real, live person.

Finally, fi nd out how a prospective ad-
visor gets paid and what your fi nancial 
obligations will be.

One fi nal suggestion: Take the time you 
need to fi nd the advisor who’s right for you.

This is Courtnie Douglas, your Edward Jones fi nancial advisor 
located at 131 S. Walnut Street, Starke, FL 32091, phone num-
ber (904)964-1486.

Investment strategies. One-on-one advice.
Courtnie A Douglas
Financial Advisor
131 South Walnut St 
Starke, FL 32091
904-964-1486
www.edwardjones.com

Make Sure You Choose the Right Financial Professional

Member SIPC

By Wesley LeBlanc
The Herald

ORANGE PARK – Surrounded by more 
than 120 attendees, students from Orange 
Park Junior High shared excerpts from es-
says they wrote about civil rights activists, 
praising the work of Harriet Tubman, Jackie 
Robinson and more on Monday as the Town 
of Orange Park unveiled its newest historical 
marker.

After the readings, officials pulled down 
a sheet and unveiled a new historical marker 
for the Orange Park Normal and Industrial 
School – the first national historical school 
marker in Clay County – something Council 
member Connie Thomas has been waiting 
for a year and a half.

“Learning that the school was right here 
on what is now the Town Hall property 
was stunning and as I started researching 
it, I learned that the school had been here 
for over 20 years yet nobody talked about,” 
Thomas said. “This school was a very big 
deal for the area, and for a very long time, 
and it deserves the recognition it’s getting 
today.” 

In 1885, the Florida Constitution de-
clared that schools were to be segregated, 
meaning black and white students were to 
attend different schools. In 1891, the Ameri-
can Missionary Association opened the 
private Orange Park Normal and Industrial 
School, which consisted of several buildings 
meant for classrooms, dormitories, work-
shops and more. Due to the success of this 
school, white children and black children 
went to school together, which was a first in 
the area. 

The success of this would make way for 
its eventual failure, though, according to 
keynote speaker Richard Townsend. 

“The success of this school actually led 
to its failure,” Townsend said. “This success 

caught the attention of William Sheats, 
the instigating factor in the demise of this 
school.”

As the Orange Park Normal and Indus-
trial School continued in its success, word 
got around to both good and bad. The school 
grew to well over 100 students – with 35 of 
them being white – and 10 teachers. This 
growth not only brought even more students 
and faculty members to the school, but also 
Florida Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion, William Sheats, who was described as a 
staunch segregation. 

According to Townsend, Sheats stated 
that he would persecute and prosecute the 
Orange Park school out of existence and did 
so in 1913 with the passing of a law that pro-
hibited any schools in Florida from teach-

ing black and white students together. The 
American Missionary Association fought 
back against the State of Florida in court, 
and even won with a ruling from Judge R.M. 
Call, but it was too late. Losing the support of 
the area – in part forcefully, as the principal, 
five teachers and one pastor were indicted, 
all while the sheriff at the time arrested any 

parents who allowed their white children to 
attend the school – Orange Park Normal and 
Industrial School closed in 1917. 

Despite its sad closure, the impact of the 
school lives on and this historical marker 
helps show that, according to Thomas. 

“I think we are celebrating the teachers 
and the students in a very right way and I 
love that the town council has chosen to 
give it a very prominent place here at Town 
Hall,” Thomas said. “When you walk up here, 
you’re going to see the good our town is built 
on and the positivity stemming from it.” 

Mayor Scott Land opened the dedication 
explaining the importance of this marker. 

“Today, we celebrate our history by hon-
oring the students, educators and commu-
nity that joined together to create this proud 
legacy,” Land said. 

After Land spoke officials read letters 
from U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson(D-Florida) and 
Florida Rep. Travis Cummings(R-Fleming 
Island) to the audience, which filled the 
room and even spilled into the hallway at 
Town Hall. 

“The school that once sat on this site was 
a precursor of the integrated schools that 
were to come in Florida’s future,” Nelson’s 
letter read. “It’s appropriate that we remem-
ber the important role it played in educat-
ing black teachers and a diverse student 
population but remembering these great 
achievements should happen every day, not 
just during [Black History Month], so future 
generations of Americans will learn the 
important lessons of the past.”

Currently, there are 471 historical mark-
ers nationwide that honor schools with 23 
of them in Florida. The historical marking 
for the Orange Park Normal and Industrial 
School is the first school marker in Clay 
County. It stands over six feet tall and can be 
viewed outside the main entrance to Orange 
Park Town Hall. 

101 years later, Normal School gets overdue recognition

Orange Park Junior School students help unveil 
the new historical marker on the front lawn of 
Orange Park Town Hall where the Orange Park 
Normal & Industrial School used to sit.
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“World Class Service With A Small Town Feel”

Former POW honored for Vietnam War service
By Kile Brewer
The Herald

MIDDLEBURG – It was late in the day.  
William Byrns sat in an old bomb crater, 
covered in leaves and mud from the sur-
rounding Vietnamese jungle. Byrns clutched 
his radio tightly, waiting for a response. 
When the response finally came, it was not 
what he wanted to 
hear, “We can’t get 
you ‘til tomorrow 
morning,” Byrns 
remembers hearing 
from the voice on 
the other side of his 
walkie, “I won’t be 
here,” he responded, 
just 10 days to go on 
his second tour of 
duty.

“I could hear 
them going around 
in the bushes, shooting, trying to scare me,” 
he said, “And it was working great.”

It was at this point that Byrns turned to 
prayer for the comfort he needed. 

“I said, ‘God, I haven’t been trusting you, 
I’ve been trusting the United States govern-
ment, but it’s up to you. I’m willing to do 
anything to get out of this situation, but I’ll 
accept your will, whatever it is,’” Byrns said. 
“Then a calmness and a peace came over me 
after that and really never left me after that.”

Around midnight, Byrns woke up with 
the boot of a North Vietnamese soldier 
pressing his head into the muck – he had 
been captured.

Today, Byrns lives a comfortable life in 
his Fleming Island home, enjoying visits 
from grandchildren and seeing his own chil-
dren enjoy their successes. He was honored 
recently by the Clay County 

Chapter of the Vietnam Veterans of 

America No. 1059 who have renamed their 
organization in Byrns’ honor. The chapter is 
now the Col. William G. Byrns Chapter 1059.

“By naming the chapter, I feel that there 
are not enough American heroes in the lives 
of our youth. By us displaying our banner 
with his name on it, hopefully people will 
ask who was that man and then we’ll be able 
to tell his story,” the chapter’s president Gary 
Newman said. “That’s where our interest is, 
to have somebody that our youth can look 
up to and respect and hopefully be a role 
model.”

Byrns began his military career in the 
late 1960s, a time in American history when 
he didn’t really have a choice. 

“In those days you either had to join or 
you were gonna get drafted,” Byrns said.

So, instead of being drafted into the 
Army, he signed up for the Air Force. After 
completing the exam required for enlist-
ment, he was given a spot in officer’s training 
and after that, pilot school. The Air Force 
wanted him to fly fighter jets. 

Byrns, about 23 at the time, had just 
graduated from William Jewell College in 
Missouri. Soon after graduation, he got 
married, and six days after his wedding, he 
signed himself into the Air Force on August 
18, 1967. 

Byrns’ father had been a pilot during 
World War II, and Byrns had been on planes, 
but never flown them. After almost two 
years of officer training and flight school, 
Byrns had mastered the F-4 aircraft used by 
combat pilots during the 

Vietnam era and was ready for his first 
tour. 

“In those days, the training was just 
getting you ready to go,” Byrns said. “I really 
enjoyed it and I couldn’t believe I was get-
ting paid to do it, until I got shot at. That kind 
of flying, it’s kinda fun but it’s kinda scary.”

In November 1969 Byrns was sent to 

Southeast Asia for the first time, return-
ing a year later after numerous successful 
flying missions. He returned to his family, 
and then reported back to the Air Force for 
additional training on an updated version 
of the F-4. Byrns said that typically they 
would send the new pilots to Vietnam, but 
in the early 1970s the U.S. had started to pull 
troops from the southern part of the country 
and the northern soldiers were taking ad-
vantage of the dwindling U.S. presence. 

“They were going to go back to North 
missions and bring people home so they 
wanted to send guys who had been there 
before, and they sent the new guys to Eu-
rope,” Byrns said. “So, I had to go back, and 

my wife was really not happy about that but 
we’re Christians so she said, ‘If that’s what 
God wants you to do then go.’”

He deployed in June 1971, set to return, 
again, one year later in June.

On May 23, 1972, Byrns took off from 
base on a routine bombing run. He took 
the lead. His job was to find enemy vehicles 
moving south, mark the position for the 
rest of the squadron, and begin the attack. 
Byrns found some trucks on a remote road, 
marked them and started dropping bombs. 
Some pilots earlier had told Byrns’ group 
that there were no active surface-to-air mis-
siles in the area and that they wouldn’t have 

William Byrns

SUBMITTED PHOTO
William Byrns is greeted by his son Scott in 1973 upon Byrns’ return stateside after being held 
prisoner for about a year by the North Vietnamese Army.

SEE POW, 12
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Futch’s Power Depot of Keystone Heights
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In a medical emergency, every minute matters.  
So, at Shands Starke Regional Medical Center, 

The 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Service Pledge:  
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a medical professional* in 30 minutes or less.
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ShandsStarke.com

POW
from page 11

to worry about anti-aircraft fire, however, 
when Byrns saw the first missiles, he real-
ized they were wrong.

“They look like telephone poles, and 
they’ll blow your airplane out of the sky,” 
Byrns said. “You gotta dodge [the missiles] 
by going down and getting airspeed, getting 
them to come down with you, and then pull 
away and they can’t make that turn.”

After dodging missiles for a while, Byrns’ 
fighter jet began to lose airspeed, and about 
that time he lost control of the aircraft – he 
had been hit. 

“I didn’t see it, it wasn’t locked onto me 
with radar, but somebody saw it and told 
me later, after I got released, they saw it 
hit the belly of my airplane and the thing 
pitched up, caught on fire, and it was spin-
ning,” Byrns said. “I could see the Navy out 
off the coast and that’s where I wanted to go, 
but the airplane wouldn’t fly, the stick was 
like a noodle. So I said, ‘We’re getting out,’ 
and I punched us out. I pull the handle, my 
backseater goes first, and then I go.”

After ejecting from the burning airplane, 
Byrns and his backseater parachuted into 
two different locations, and reverted back 
to the survival training they had received 
while training for combat flying.

Byrns stashed his parachute and began 
walking, 20 minutes in one direction, like 
he had been trained, to lose any enemy 
soldiers who had pinpointed his location 
while watching his descent. At the end of 
his walk he reached an old bomb crater and 

climbed inside, with a .38 caliber pistol on 
his belt, sure that he would be evacuated 
before nightfall. 

Following his capture, Byrns was 
stripped to his underwear, hogtied and 
blindfolded. His captors beat him with a 
wooden club and shattered his arms and 
shoulders as he tried to protect his head. 
Then, a soldier pulled Byrns’ .38 from his 
belt. Byrns felt the gun barrel as the man 
pointed it at his head and pulled the trigger.

The gun didn’t fire, and another soldier 
took it from the man’s hand, shouting some-
thing about how American soldiers are 
worth more alive than dead. Byrns began a 
nearly three-week trek through the jungle, 
blindfolded, in socks, over rough terrain. 

A day after he was captured, his back-
seater was found nearby and brought along 
for the journey. Other American prisoners 
of war were added during the trip to Hanoi. 
Once there, Byrns was placed in solitary 
confinement for a while before beginning 
a stint in the infamous Hanoi Hilton, a re-
purposed French political prison that Byrns 
described as being very primitive. 

“I slept on concrete, and the rats were 
bigger than dogs,” Byrns said. “The roaches 
were bigger than the rats, I thought. All the 
crud and corruption they can eat, I guess.”

The days began to add up, and the 
thought of his family’s safety never left 
Byrns’ head. He hadn’t heard anything from 
anyone since his capture, but that changed 
around Christmas time. Some members 
of his squadron had been shot down and 
captured, eventually they found Byrns and 
were able to tell him that his family knew he 
was alive. 

“We knew how to survive, we were 

trained for it, the families are the ones who 
had a hard time,” Byrns said. “They didn’t 
know what was going on, I think it was 
harder on the families [back home].”

Following the Paris Peace Accords, 
pushed by Henry Kissinger in early 1973, 
POWs started to be released. Those with se-
rious injuries were taken first, and Byrns left 
in the second to last group from the prison 
where he had been kept. From his time of 
capture until the day he was rescued, Byrns 
counted 10 months, 5 days, 12 hours and 26 
minutes, a statistic he recites without pause. 

He returned to the U.S. in March 1973. 
Now a decorated soldier, Byrns would not 
shy away from the military. By September 
that year, he was back in an F-4, and began a 
series of stations at bases across the country 
and in Europe where he taught young pilots 
to fly. 

When the United States got involved in 
Operation Desert Storm in the 1990s, Byrns 
was sent to Iraq. Now qualified on the F-16 
fighter jet, he flew a handful of missions 

before the short-lived military operation was 
halted. 

“I flew F-16 missions with guys on my 
wing my son’s age,” Byrns said. “It was a lot 
different war then.”

After this final deployment, Byrns would 
return to teaching and eventually land a 
job at Kansas State University heading up 
the school’s ROTC program. He retired as a 
Colonel on October 1, 1991 after just over 30 
years of military service. During those three 
decades, Byrns earned two Purple Hearts, 
the Legion of Merit, six Distinguished Flying 
Crosses, 36 Air Medals and others. 

Byrns now travels to schools, where 
he gives an annual four-class lecture at St. 
Johns River State College talking about the 
United States Constitution, something he 
wishes he had read and understood at a 
younger age.

“In civics class I didn’t pay attention, but 
when you almost die defending it you pay 
attention,” Byrns said.

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY DAVID 
TREFFINGER

Vietnam War POW William 
Byrns, right, stands and 
thanks fellow veterans at a 
recent ceremony in which 
the Clay County Chapter 
of the Vietnam Veterans 
of America was renamed 
the Col. William G. Byrns 
Chapter 1059.
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PATIO FURNITURE
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650 Blanding Blvd.
Orange Park, FL 32073
(904) 579-3455

11323 Beach Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32246
(904) 641-8308
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The #1 Manufacturer of Patio Furniture in Florida Since 1979
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Back Guarantee
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Up To
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Stumping for school safety

ORANGE PARK – Gov. Rick Scott was in town March 6 to meet with local police chiefs where he 
discussed his plan to improve Florida school safety, which includes $500 million, part of which 
would go toward mental health. The Governor’s proposal followed the emergency meetings 
Governor Scott organized with law enforcement, school administrators, teachers, mental health 
experts and state agency leadership, as well as meetings with students from Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School where 17 people were killed on Feb. 14. Florida schools currently receive $64 
million in Safe Schools funding, which is more than $10 million less than the 2002-2003 fiscal year 
yet there are 303,497 more students enrolled in Florida schools. He is shown here with Green Cove 
Springs Police Chief Derek Asdot. Source: The Governor’s Office.
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Price Reduction, 3BR/2BA, 4.56 Acres, Spacious, on Private Lake ..................................$219,000

Brooklyn Bay Lake, 4BR/3BA, Tons of Room, Great View .........................................
........$239,700

Lily Lake Property, 4BR/2BA, Open Floor Plan, Stone Fireplace.......................................$284,000

20 Acres, 4BR/3BA, Screen Pool, Country Living, Quiet Location ....................................$335,000

Price Reduction, 4BR/4.5BA, 2.35 Acres, Tons of Room, Inground Pool...........................$409,900

A Better Way to Buy and Sell Real Estate

By Wesley LeBlanc
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FLEMING ISLAND – Clay County School 

Board Member Ashley Gilhousen is un-

happy with the current selection of science 

textbooks for grades K-12 and found herself 

in the presence of others who shared that 

feeling, and those who didn’t, during the 

Feb. 1 school board meeting. 

During a public hearing to approve 

the advertised science textbook adoption, 

Gilhousen expressed the problems she had 

with how the textbooks teach evolution, 

claiming that it’s presented more as fact 

rather than theory. She also showed con-

cern that evolution is the only theory in the 

textbook used to teach the origin of life. 

“I think what we heard tonight is a whole 

lot of science that’s been left out of our 

textbooks and there is scientific argument 

to the theory of evolution that is not being 

presented,” Gilhousen said. “If you look at 

what the state requires, it only requires our 

students to know the supporting evidence 

for [the scientific theory of evolution] and 

that’s my point of contention.” 

Gilhousen, who is running for re-elec-

tion this year, said her faith is not a part of 

this discussion and that rather, she wants 

a comprehensive science education that 

challenges students to think critically and 

make their own decisions based on empiri-

cal evidence and scientific data. 

She continued on saying that what she 

said was echoed by constituents in the 

audience.

By Wesley LeBlanc

KHHerald.co
m

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – For more than 50 

years, Fire Station 11 served the city, but, 

like many things, time took its toll on the 

building.
On Jan. 30, county and city officials 

gathered for a ceremonial ground-breaking 

PHOTO PROVIDED BY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Keystone Heights city officials joined Clay County Commissioners and other officials in a ceremonial groundbreaking held Jan. 30 for the new 

Keystone Heights Fire Station. Fire Station No. 11 will cost $2.4 million and is part of a strategy to modenize the county’s fire department facilities.

station 
Construction underway

SEE FIRE, 16

Darwin 
on trial
Textbook adopted in 3-2 vote

SEE BOOK, 6
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Hiking event blends history, culture, community
By Jennie Ritter
The Herald

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – More than 240 
hiking enthusiasts raised some $5,000 
last weekend to help maintain the Florida 
National Scenic Trail as part of the 10th 
Annual “I Did A Hike” event hosted by the 
North Florida Trail Blazers.

This year’s event held Feb. 24 was on an 
11-mile section of the Florida Trail that goes 
through the natural sandhill communities 
of Camp Blanding Military Reservation and 
Mike Roess Gold Head State Park north of 
Keystone Heights.

The Florida National Scenic Trail, also 
referred to simply as the Florida Trail, is 
a continuous hiking trail covering ap-
proximately 1,400 miles through the state of 
Florida, starting down south in Big Cypress 
National Preserve between Miami and 

PHOTO BY JENNIE RITTER 
Here is one of the four lakes along the Florida National Scenic Trail, which goes through Camp Blanding and Mike Roess Gold Head State Park.

Naples and continuing up into the pan-
handle to Santa Rosa Island near Pensacola 
Beach.

There were people from all walks of life 
and all levels of hiking experience who ven-
tured along the trail Feb. 24. Some hikers 
got a ride back to base at various take-out 
points and some walked the entire 11 miles 
of the trail.      

When I retired from the military I found 
out that one perk was a free lifetime pass 
to all Florida state parks. This opened up a 
whole new world of discovery as I started 
reading about and visiting the numerous 
parks and trails we have in this state. I took 

up hiking as a way to just get some exercise.
Hiking does not require any complex 

skills or equipment. You just walk – it is that 
simple. In the few years that I have been 
hiking in Florida, I have learned more about 
Florida’s history and people than I ever did 
the past 30 years I have lived here. What 
was once just a way to get some exercise 
has turned out to be a rich experience of 
history, culture and community. Hiking has 
also given me a deep, personal connection 
with nature that I have never quite experi-
enced before.  

“I Did A Hike” started at a Florida Trail 
entrance off State Road 21 in Camp Bland-
ing. We hiked 5.9 miles until crossing SR 21 
into Gold Head State Park where we contin-
ued another 4.9 miles to our ending point 
at the recreation building in Gold Head. The 
scenery along the way was rolling sandhills, 
marshes, ravines and scrubs. We passed by 
four lakes – Magnolia Lake, Lowry Lake, 

Sheeler Lake and Little Lake Johnson. 
One interesting and unique bit of his-

tory I learned about this particular area is 
that Magnolia Lake was once called Magno-
lia Lake State Park. Starting in 1957, it was 
a segregated state recreational facility for 
African Americans. It was paired with Mike 
Roess Gold Head Park which was for white 
people only at the time.

During the early 1960’s, Magnolia Lake 
was one of about six segregated parks for 
African Americans in Northeast Florida. In 
the late 1970’s it was closed and once again 
became part of Camp Blanding. Today, 
there are no signs marking the spot, just 
some remnants of buildings among the 
trees.

Another interesting historical fact is that 
Gold Head State Park is one of Florida’s first 
state parks. It was developed by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps in the 1930’s, an orga-
nization started by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt to combat unemployment during 
the Great Depression. The park is in an area 
known as the central ridge of Florida where 
a deep ravine with springs issuing from its 
sides bisects the area and forms Gold Head 
Branch. The initial property was donated by 
Martin J. “Mike” Roess, the park’s namesake. 

The event was an invitation to experi-
ence the Florida Trail and the vast natural 
beauty of our state. I invite you to get out 
and explore the Florida Trail and all the 
many state parks and trails we have here in 
Florida. What a simple way to have a deep 
connection with nature, history and com-
munity. And you might get a little exercise, 
too. Hope to see you on the trail.
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Sunday, March 4
Michelle Nanette Curtis, 45, Keystone Heights, 
Violence on an Officer Firefighter or EMT, Resisting 
an Officer With Violence, Misuse of 911 System
Brittany Nicole Fike, 27, Keystone Heights, Violating 
Injunction for Protection Against Domestic Violence
Hailey Autumn Roberts, 26, Keystone Heights, 
Simple Domestic Battery

Saturday, March 3
Cody Allan Summerlin, 25, Melrose, FTA-VOP Battery

Friday, March 2
Jacob Dylan Loper, 36, Keystone Heights, 
Aggravated Assault With a Deadly Weapon

Tuesday, February 27
Trina Renee Daughtry, 43, Keystone Heights, Simple 
Domestic Battery
Stephen Paul Terry, 32, Melrose, Aggravated Battery 
on a Child

The 
BEAT

The Beat is a look at some of the crime activity 
reported to the Clay County Sheriff’s Office in the 
previous month. Included here are arrests, police 
briefs and crimes reported by and involving Lake 
Area residents in the past 30 days until press time. 

Misti Mari Tomlinson, 27, Melrose, Child Abuse-
mental

Sunday, February 25
Daniels, Lamont Cartez, 19, Keystone Heights, 
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis, 
Resisting Arrest, Credit Card Fraud

Wednesday, February 21
Christopher Sean Silvey, 35, Keystone Heights, 
Simple Domestic Battery

Tuesday, February 20
Toby Anderson Cannady, 35, Keystone Heights, 
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis, Two 
Counts of Possession of a Controlled Substance 
Without a Valid Prescription, Possession of a Harmful 
New Legend Drug, Drug Equipment Possession
Shannon Rae McNeill, 34, Keystone Heights, 
Possession of Methamphetamine With Intent to Sell 
Manufacture or Deliver, Selling Methamphetamine
Andrea Jacques Wanton, 46, Keystone Heights, 
Simple Battery
Edward Martin, 72, Orange Park, Petit Theft

Saturday, February 17
Ted Stephen Crawford, 38, Keystone Heights, 
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. Cannabis, Drug 
Equipment Possession
Joseph Kenneth Muschamp, 42, Keystone Heights, 
Trespassing

Sunday, February 11
Thomas Hamilton Staton, 29, Keystone Heights, 
Habitual Traffic Offender

Knife threat ends in 
assault charge 

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – A Keystone 
Heights man was arrested on March 2 after 
threatening a woman with a knife during a 
fight that took place in the middle of State 
Road 100. 

On March 2, a 
witness told the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice she was sitting 
inside her house 
when she heard her 
dogs barking. She 
walked outside and 
observed a woman 
and a man named 
Jacob Dylan Loper, 
36, who were in a 
relationship at the 
time, fighting each 
other.

According to the report, when police 
arrived at the scene, they found the woman 
and Loper sitting on the ground. Police 
searched Loper and found a knife in his 

right front pocket.
Police said both Loper and his girlfriend 

said that no physical contact occurred dur-
ing their fight. She also stated that Loper 
never threatened her with the knife. 

After speaking with the witness, police 
confronted the girlfriend to verify the wit-
ness’ statements. At this time, the girlfriend 
said Loper pushed her down and grabbed 
her by the hair. However, the girlfriend con-
tinued to deny that Loper threatened her 
with a knife nor did police find any physical 
injuries on the woman. 

After an hour of investigation, CCSO 
transported Loper to the Clay County Jail 
where he was charged with aggravated as-
sault with a deadly weapon due to intention-
ally displaying a knife in a threatening man-
ner. Loper is currently in the Clay County 
Jail with bond set at $50,003.

Couple charged with 
abusing child

MELROSE – A Melrose couple faces 
charges of mental child abuse after an 
investigation by the Clay County Sheriff’s 

Police Briefs

Jacob Loper 

Office and the Department of Children and 
Families.

The Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office ar-
rested Stephen Paul 
Terry, 32, and his 
partner Misti Mari 
Tomlinson, 27, on 
Feb. 27 after going 
to the courts and 
obtaining a warrant 
for their arrests.

According to the 
warrants, the inves-
tigation began when 
the victim – one of 
their children who 
was unidentified 
– told authorities 
that he constantly 
suffered mental and 
physical abuse from 
his parents. The 
child told police that 
Terry and Tomlinson 
would strike him 
with belts and shoes 
“to the point of vis-
ible injury.” He said 
he was also forced to remain in a bathroom 
for extended periods of time knowing he 
was fearful of the rats that inhabited the 
room.

The child also said he was never shown 
any “kindnesses, even for positive rewards” 
as that would have been considered special 
treatment and would “create a potential jeal-
ousy” with the three children Tomlinson had 
in a previous marriage and the three other 
children she had with Terry.

Police said that when they went there to 

remove the child from the harmful situation, 
he was sequestered in a bathroom.

Both Terry and Tomlinson are free from 
the Clay County Jail after posting separate 
bonds of $50,003 and $25,003, respectfully.

Juvy crime leads to adult 
charges

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – A man was 
arrested on a warrant for violent crimes 
committed early last year when he was a 
juvenile. 

The Clay County Sheriff’s Office arrested 
Dylan Craig Hurt, 18, on Feb. 21 on a war-
rant that had been 
issued following inci-
dents in March 2017, 
when Hurt was 17. 

The warrant 
states Hurt assaulted 
a man with a knife, 
and used some sort 
of projectile to do 
more than $1,000 
damage to the 
vehicle of a different 
person all on March 
29 of last year. It was 
written in the warrant that Hurt would face 
the courts as an adult despite the fact that 
his crimes were committed when he was 
about a month from his 18th birthday. 

He turned himself in Feb. 21 and was 
booked into the Clay County Jail. He’s 
charged with three felonies for aggravated 
battery with a deadly weapon, shooting or 
throwing an object into a vehicle, and van-
dalism of more than $1,000. Hurt has since 
been released from the jail. 

Stephen Terry 

Dylan Hurt
Misti Tomlinson
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Bryan’s 
Have Lawn and Garden Questions?

Come in and ask Kelly!
251 E Walker Dr, Keystone Heights • (352) 473-4006

871 State Rd 21, Melrose • (352) 475-2400

facebook.com/Bryansace1

Helping Families and Friends Honor Their Loved Ones with 
Aff ordable Funeral, Cremation Services 

Pre-Need Planning Available

Joe Gallagher - Owner/Licensed Funeral Director

Kelli Parks Moreland - Licensed Funeral Director

Laura Crews - Offi  ce Manager, 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

Melody Kay Abercrombie - Funeral Assistant; 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

P. Steven Futch - Licensed Funeral Director

Quentin Chism - Funeral Assistant

Family Owned & Operated jonesgallagherfh.com

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Starke
620 E. Nona Street • Starke, FL 

904.964.6200

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Keystone Heights
340 East Walker Drive • Keystone Heights, FL 

352.473.3176

Jones-Gallagher
funeral home &

cremation services

Learn To Play!
Poker 101

Last Saturday of Every Month
12:00pm-5:00pm

COMPLIMENTARY LUNCH! 

nth

H! 

904-646-0001
www.bestbetjax.com

everything from air and noise pollution 
to strained infrastructure on schools and 
roads if the plan was approved.

n
The Clay County Sheriff’s Office ar-

rested and charged Joseph Dwayne Parker 
of Clay Hill with the rape and abduction of a 
17-year-old girl that took place in a wooded 
area near County Roads 209 and 739B.

40 years ago, 1978
The Kingsley Lake Property Owners As-

sociation filed an appeal of a Clay County 
Zoning Board decision to the Board of 

History 
from page 5

County Commissioners. Property owners 
opposed a plan by F.W. Strickland to re-
model a building and turn it into a restau-
rant where beer would be sold.

The Clay County Sheriff’s Office 
arrested and charged Patrick Anthony 
Brewer, 18, of the Ridgewod area, with first-
degree murder after an investigation found 
he stabbed Tsuyako “Susie” Thomas at her 
sandwich shop at 927 Blanding Blvd.

n
Judge Lamar Winegeart refused to 

dismiss a lawsuit filed by Merrill Glisson of 
Keystone Heights against the St. Johns River 
Water Management District. Glisson’s suit 
charged that the District’s tax authority was 
illegal and done so without representation

Facebook
from page 4
Before our eyes, the Facebook story un-
folds. And just like everyone else, they will 
stumble –

 that’s OK by me.
You certainly cannot make everyone 

happy; hopefully, Facebook will find a way 
to continue its great American success 

story.
I will be rooting for them all the way. 

That is unless they don’t share my columns.
n

Blake Dowling is CEO of Aegis Busi-
ness Technologies. He can be reached at 
dowlingb@aegisbiztech.com. His column 
appears courtesy of FloridaPolitics.com.

Briefs
from page 8
April and full-time employment by a 
NEFBA member employer, who also 
provides on-the-job training and a salary. 
Apprentices in good standing with the 
program receive a 5 percent wage increase 
every 6 months.

Qualified applicants may apply to the 
plumbing, heating and air-conditioning and 
electrical programs by appointment 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. weekdays March 15 through June 
15. Carpentry applications are accepted 
weekdays all year (except holidays and 
office closures). To make an appointment 
to apply in person, call the NEFBA office at 
(904) 421-0296 or by email to apprentice-
ship@nefba.com. 

Apply online by scanning and complet-

ing the apprenticeship application, avail-
able at nefbaapprenticeship.org, along with 
the required documentation, and send to 
apprenticeship@nefba.com.   

Graduates receive a Completion of 
Apprenticeship Certificate from the Florida 
Department of Education and a wallet ID 
card from the National Center for Con-
struction Education and Research to verify 
their transcripts. During training, graduates 
will accumulate 8,000 hours of on-the-job 
training and Journeyman status. Their 600 
hours of trade-related instruction gives our 
apprentice graduates a decided advantage 
when looking for and beginning a new job.

For more information, contact the 
NEFBA Apprenticeship program at (904) 
421-0296 or by email at apprenticeship@
nefba.com.



473-7388 • WWW.MYGENESISFITNESS.COM
★ CARDIO & STRENGTH EQUIP. ★ GROUP CLASSES ★ CERTIFIED TRAINERS

2 COMPLIMENTARY PERSONAL TRAINING SESSIONS WITH ANY NEW MEMBERSHIP
Your Hometown Health Club

 THURSDAY,  MARCH 15, 2018                                                                    WWW.KHHERALD.COM

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS 
SPORTS 

By Randy Lefko
The Herald

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – A five-run fourth 
inning fueled by a massive double from 
Cole Mattox gave the Keystone Heights 
High baseball team to a come-from-behind 
6-4 win over North Marion Tues., Feb. 27 at 
Keystone Heights High School. 

Keystone Heights, improved to 1-2,  fell 
behind 3-1 on a three run double in the 
second inning off Indians’ pitcher Trey 
Alsabrook after Alsabrook loaded the bases 
a walk, a single and a bunt.

From there though, with the Indians 
first run coming from first inning double 
from Andrew Cox with Connor Osteen on 
base from a single, Keystone Heights locked 
down on defense behind outfielders Kaison 
Harvey and Stevie Rodriguez, both who 
snagged long fly balls near the home run 
fence. 

In the third, Alsabrook, the starting 
pitcher, answered a long foul ball by North 
Marion batter Jake Blair with a swinging 
strikeout of Blair and a strikeout of Wyatt 
Campbell before an outstanding pickup 
by Keystone Heights third baseman Nate 
Gagnon on a wicked ground ball ended the 
inning with the Indians dugout energized.

In the bottom of the fourth, Keystone 

By Randy Lefko
The Herald

ORANGE PARK – Triple jump state cham-
pion Melvin Briley, two Bronco high jump-
ers and a classic mile duel highlighted day 
one of the upcoming track season as area 
athletes put spike to track Thursday night at 
Ridgeview High School. Oakleaf High won 
both the girls and boys titles with Middle-
burg runnerup for the girls and Orange Park 
runnerup for the boys. 

Briley, the Class 4A defending cham-
pion i the triple jump, knocked out two gold 
medals with wins in his specialty as well as 
the long jump with early-season measures 
of 47-feet, 5-3/4-inches and 22’-1.5” respec-
tively. Second to Briley was Middleburg’s 
Marcus Floyd at 45’-6.5”, who was second in 
Class 3A last year.  

Briley triple jumped 49-7 to win the 
Class 4A title last year. Floyd jumped 45’-
11.75” for his second in Class 3A last year.

In the boys and girls high jump events, 
Middleburg High’s pair of Bryce Quiett and 
Kaley Petrosky both put up winning heights 
of 6’-3.5” and 5’-1.75” to win their evetns. 
Quiett finished sixth in Class 3A at 6’-2” 
after a 6’-6.75” winning district 4-3A jump 
and a 6’-75” region title jump. 

Petrosky, third at regions at 5’-3.25” last 
year,  jumped 5’-3.75” to finish fourth in 

Keystone Heights High baseball teammates Andrew Cox, left, and Colten Crane belly-bump after final out of Indians 6-4 win over North Marion 
High School. 

Indians defeat Colts 6-4

Keystone Heights baserunner Kaison Harvey sprints to home plate for run in Indians’ 6-4 win 
over North Marion. 

Heights opened with Harvey smashing a 
double to right field and Cox singling to 
bring Harvey in for a run. An error on a 
grounder by Gary Searle scored Cox and 
an error on a grounder to Mason Henson 
put in another Indian run. Will Yeldell 
struck out, but Mattox again hit big with a 
two run single pushing the score to 5-4. A 

sacrifice bunt from Colten Crane position 
Mattox at second base where Rodriguez 
sliced a single through the six hole to 
score the game at 6-4. 

With Searle on the mound, Keystone 
Heights squashed North Marion’s fifth 
inning offense with three strikeouts. 

SEE BASEBALL, 18

Track opener 
showcases area 
performances

Keystone Heights distance runner Alex Guy, 
left, battles with Ridgeview High’s Joel Nesi 
in 1600 meter run won by Guy at the Panther 
Invitational, the season’s opening track meet at 
Ridgeview High. 

SEE TRACK, 19
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• WELLS • PUMP REPAIR 
• WATER TREATMENT

352.473.0534 
Keystone Heights, FL

State License 
#7112

State License 
#7361

DR ILL ING INC.

$200 OFF
Iron Filter or 

Water Softener
Before June 2018. With this ad.

$10 OFF
Service Call

With this ad.

FOR SHOWTIMES 
CALL OR 

CHECK ONLINE
Located in Downtown Starke

101 W Call Street
904-964-5451

$7 Adults
$6 Child/Seniors

Available For: Private Events 
Birthday Parties • Large Groups

www.fl oridatwintheatre.com 

1st Run Movies 1st Rate Price McKinney 
Lawn Care & 

Power Washing

P.O. Box 660
Keystone Heights, FL

352-478-9877

• Lawn Care

• Tree Trimming

• Power Washing

•  Storm & Cleanup ®

Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Competitive rates, no - profit,
right here in your community.

Keystone • (352) 473-4917
Orange Park • (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com

In the bottom of the sixth, Keystone Heights 
loaded the bases with a Mattox single, a 
Pete Rose-like dive at first by Crane on 
a brilliant first base line bunt and sprint 
and Rodriguez getting hit by a pitch. The 
Indians, though, could not capitalize with 
Osteen whiffing and Gagnon and Cox both 
flying out. 

In their final at bat, North Marion got 
ejected with another brilliant scoop and 
throw from Gagnon and a flyout to Crane 
at shortstop. 

Baseball
from page 17

Keystone Heights pitcher Gary Searle sealed the 6-4 win over North Marion on the mound and gets 
glove bump after final inning. 

Clay (3-3)
Regular Season
Feb. 20: Beat Keystone Heights 14-5
Highlights: Tyler Spence (3Hits, 4RBIs); Nick 
Barrie (2Hits, 3RBIs); HR Barrie; Doubles: Tyler 
Spence, Andy Yarbrough; Connor Solomon 
(4Ks), Andy Yarbrough (2Ks)
Feb. 23: Lost 1-0 to Pike County (GA)
Highlights: Kevin Jackson (1Hit); Dylan 
Faulkner (4Ks); Chase Holman (3Ks)
Feb. 24: Beat Colquitt County (GA) 1-
Highlights: Nick Barrie (1Hit, 1RBI); Hits: Kevin 
Jackson, Dylan Faulkner; Connor Solomon 
(6Ks). Clay scores 6th inning run off singles by 
Faulkner, Jackson and Barrie RBI.
Feb. 27: Lost to Baker County 2-0
March 1: Beat Atlantic Coast 2-0
Highlights: Nick Barrie (2Hits, 1RBI); Kevin 
Jackson (1Hit, 1RBI); Dylan Faulkner (9Ks)
6th: 2-1 off G Chun single; 2 BBs; Kevin Jackson 
1B-RBI
March 2: Lost to Trinity Christian 4-3
Upcoming: March 8 vs. Bartram Trail; March 9 
vs. Oakleaf; March 13 vs. Belleview

Baseball Wrap-up
Keystone Heights (1-4)
Regular Season
Feb. 20: Lost 14-5 to Clay
Highlights: Tyler Noble (1Hit, 2RBIs); Gary 
Searle (1RBI); Connor Osteen (3Ks)
Feb. 23: Lost to Middleburg 10-8
Feb. 27: Beat North Marion 6-4
Feb. 28: Lost to Newberry 8-3
March 2: Lost to PK Yonge 8-6
March 9: at Bradford; March 15 at Bishop 
Snyder

Oakleaf  (5-0-1)
Regular Season
Feb. 20: Beat Middleburg 5-1
Highlights: Keegan Barrs (3hits, 2RBIs) Kobe 

SEE WRAP-UP, 20

Keystone Heights (6-1)
Regular season
Feb. 12: Lost to Union County

Highlights: Bailey Story (3Hits); Molly Crawford 

(2Hits, 1RBI); Ashton Ludwig (2Hits, 1RBI); Daelynn 

Eatmon (6Ks); Triple: Bailey Story; Doubles: Chan-

nell, Crawford, Rollins, Lexi Northway

Feb. 15: Beat P.K.Yonge 16-1

Highlights: Bailey Story (3Hits, 3RBIs); Ashleigh 

Jennings (3Hits, 1RBI); Skylar Rollins (3Hits, 1RBI); 

Cami Worley (2RBIs); Savannah Channell (2RBIs); 

8Runs in third inning

Feb. 16: Beat Clay 2-0

Highlights: Ashleigh Jennings (2Hits, 2RBIs)

Feb. 20: Beat Newberry 11-0

Highlights: Bailey Story (3Hits, 6RBIs); Skylar Rollins 

(2Hits, 2RBIs); HR: Bailey Story; Triples: Story, Savan-

nah Channell; Double: Molly Crawford; Daelynn 

Eatmon (8Ks)

Feb. 22: Beat Palatka 12-2

Highlights: Skylar Rollins (3Hits, 3RBIs); Molly 

Crawford (3Hits, 3RBIs); Bailey Story (3Hits, 2RBIs); 

Triples: Rollins, Story; Double: Molly Crawford; 

Megan Moncrief: 1K, 3hits, 2ER

Feb. 23: Beat P.K. Yonge 18-2

Highlights: Bailey Story (2Hits, 3RBIs); Skylar Rollins 

(2Hit, 2RBIs); Molly Crawford (3hits, 4RBIs); Ashleigh 

Jennings (2Hits, 2RBIs); Doubles: Crawford 2, Story 

2; Daelynn Eatmon (4Ks). Keystone Heights scores 

9 runs in first inning.

Feb. 26: Beat Newberry 11-1

Highlights: Savannah Channell (1Hit, 3RBIs); 2RBIs: 

Molly Crawford, Cami Worley, Lexi Northway; 

Doubles: Northway, Worley; Triple: Channell; Me-

gan Moncrief (4Ks), Daelynn Eatmon (2Ks)

Softball  Wrap-up

Keystone Heights High pitcher Megan Moncrief is key component in Lady Indians’ softball 
success in 2018. 



If your church is located in the 32656 Zip code area and would 
like to be listed in this directory, please call Martha Bagby at 

904-264-3200 to be listed as a free service of the Keystone Heights 
Herald Monthly Newspaper. You may also email her your church 

information at martha@opcfl a.com

Keystone Heights 
& Lake Region Area
Church Directory

Abundant Life Church
6865 North State Rd 21 • Keystone 

Sunday service 10:30am
Wed. 7:00pm

The Church Courageous
205 SW Magnolia • Keystone

904-263-3613
Sunday service 10:30am

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
3760 S.E State Rd 21 • Keystone

Sunday service 11:00am

Community Church of Keystone Heights
345 SE Palmetto • Keystone

352-473-4182
Sunday service 10:00 am

Faith Presbyterian Church
2738 S.E. State Rd 21 • Keystone

Sunday service 11:00am

First Baptist Church of Keystone Heights
550 E. Walker Dr. • Keystone

352-473-7201
Sunday service 10:30 am

Wed. 6:30pm

Freedom Baptist Church 
7207 State Rd 21 • Keystone

352-473-2778
Sunday service 10:00 am • Wed. 7:00pm

Fresh Start Fellowship
7191 State Rd 21 • Keystone

352-473-6550
Sunday service 10:00 am & 6:00pm

Wed 6:00pm

Friendship Bible Church
1155 Orchid Ave. • Keystone

352-473-2713
Sunday service 10:30am & 6:00pm

Gadara Baptist Church
6779 County Road 315C • Keystone

352-473-3615
Sunday service 11:00am & 6:00pm

Wed. service 6:30pm

Hope Baptist Church
3900 S.E. State Road 100 • Starke

352-473-4188
Sunday service 10:45am 

Keystone Heights Christian Church
3528 SE State Rd 21 • Keystone

352-473-0620
Sunday service 10:30am • Wed. 6:30pm

Keystone Heights First Assembly of God
8025 Hwy 100 • Keystone

352-473-3432
Sunday service 10:30am • Wed. 7:00pm

Keystone Heights Presbyterian Church
4002 State Rd 100 • Keystone

352-448-9440
Sunday service 10:00am

Keystone United Methodist Church
4004 S.E. State Rd. 21 • Keystone

352-473-3829
Sunday service 8:00am, 9:15 & 11:00am

Lake Hill Baptist Church
5165 County Rd 214 • Keystone

352-476-4191
Sunday service 11:00am & 6:00pm

St. William Catholic Church
210 SW Peach St • Keystone

352-473-4136
Sat. service 5:00pm • Sun. 9:00 am

Trinity Baptist Church
3716 SE State Rd 21 • Keystone

352-473-7261
Sunday service 8:30am & 11:00am

Wed. 6:30pm

Cross Point Church
Meets Park of Palms chapel
677 Hebron Ave • Keystone

352-473-4545
Sunday service 10:40am

Trinity Episcopal
204 state Rd. 26 • Melrose

352-475-2177
Sunday service 8:30am & 11:00am

Wed. 6:00pm

Keystone Church Of Christ
6963 State Rd 21 North • Keystone

352-475-5805
Sunday 10:00am • Wednesday 6:00pm
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Class 3A last year. Petrosky hit 5’-5” for the 
district 4-3A title last year. 

In the boys 1600, pitting Keystone 
Heights’ Alex Guy with Ridgeview’s Joel 
Nesi with Oakleaf’s Damien Price adding 
a third legit challenge, Guy and Nesi broke 
out from all challengers early in the race to 
establish a shoulder-to-shoulder battle that 
saw the lead change four times in the last 
lap. Guy eventually outkicked Nesi in the 
final 80 yards to win in 4:42.77 with Nesi in 
at 4:46.32 and Price third at 5:07.61. 

Nesi was fourth at district 4-2A last year 
at 4:40.07 while Guy ran 4:42.04 for seventh 
in region 2-2A. 

In the girls 1600, Ridgeview’s Marisa 
Kortright took control after a strong first 
lap by Keystone Heights’ Haley Phillips, a 
78 second trip, to win decisively, in 5:45.82. 
Behind Kortright, a pair of up and coming 
freshman; Middleburg’s Emma Mussante 
and Oakleaf’s Kylie Overstreet, battled for 
second place right to the final 20 yards with 
Mussante taking the runnerup in 6:08.56. 
Overstreet ran 6:11.18 with Phillips hanging 
on for fourth in 6:15.75. 

In the girls long jump, Oakleaf’s twice 
state meet qualifier Loren Johnson, fifth 
last year at 17’-11.75”, won by nearly three 
feet with a 19’-3.5” jump. Johnson also won 
the triple jump at Ridgeview at 37’-10.65”. 
Johnson jumped 36’-0” at the Class 4A 
championship meet last year.

In the boys 400, Orange Park’s Alex 
Collier blazed a top-ranked 50.79 to top 
a strong field of one-lappers. Collier ran 
52.01 last year for fourth at the district 4-3A 
championship meet then finished 12th in 
the region at 52.41. 

Next up for track is the Bishop Snyder 
Danny Brown Invitational on February 23.  

Track
from page 17

Ryan Williams, right, and Bradley Wright battle in the Panther Invitational 100 meters. 

 Keystone Heights sprinter Carrisa Gagnon battles with Oakleaf High’s Queen Goines in Panther 
Invitational 100 meter dash. 

Keystone Heights sprinter Luke Qualls makes move to catch up in the Panther Invitational 100 
meter dash.

Keystone Heights High distance runner Haley 
Phillips got strong fourth at Panther Invitational 
1600 meters after leading the first 400 meters. 



Fun   HumorAND

Non-Sequitur

Flying McCoys

Ziggy

In the Bleachers

Real Life Adventures
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Branch (1Hit, 1RBI); Doubles: Barrs, Branch, 
Bruce Hube; Alex Guzewich (2Ks)
Feb. 22: Tie FIHS 1-1
Feb. 23: Beat Orange Park 2-0
Highlights: Double: Logan Schmidt; RBI: 
Dustin Espinosa; Kobe Branch (8Ks); Noah 
Detrick (4Ks)
2nd Inning: 2-0 off Schmidt double; 2BBs; 
Dustin Espinosa RBI flyball.
Feb. 27: Beat St. Johns Country Day School 3-2
Highlights: OHS: Cornell Daniels, Dustin Espi-
nosa RBIs; SJCDS: Cody Myers, Troy Britts RBIs
2nd 1-0 OHS: Walk, Elvis Farina 1B, Dustin 
Espinosa E3 RBI
4th 1-1: SJCDS Zellem walks, Cody Myers 
2B-RBI
4th 3-1 OHS: 3 Singles (Schmidt, Kobe Branch, 
Colby Coldiron); Cornell Daniels FC to SS; 
Dustin Espinosa FC to SS. 
6th 3-2 OHS: SJCDS Tyler Kuramoto 2B, Troy 
Britts 1B-RB
March 1: Beat Fletcher 10-2
March 5: Beat Lee 9-3
Upcoming: March 6 vs. Baker County; March 9 
at Clay; March 13 vs. Yulee

Middleburg (3-3)
Regular Season
Feb. 20: Lost 5-1 to Oakleaf
Feb. 22: Lost 12-3 to Bartram Trail
Feb. 23: Beat Keystone Heights 10-8
Feb. 27: Beat Palatka 12-11
March 1: Beat Vanguard 11-1
March 2: Lost to Vanguard 4-3

Wrap-up
from page 18

EVERY ISSUE MAKES YOU FEEL 
GREAT TO BE INFORMED

Call Today 
904-264-3200 

To Advertise



Unfurnished
Apartments

**HELP WANTED**
SHEET METAL WORK

CALL 904-368-0017

NVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE. Have your product idea
developed affordably by the Re-
search & Development pros and
presented to manufacturers. Call
1-844-349-8351 for a Free Idea
Starter Guide. Submit your idea for a
free consultation.

Love the Hair Salon
Part Time Stylist

commission or booth rental
No calls please. Email resume to

lovethehairsalon@gmail.com

ANF
Advertising Networks of Florida

Reach Over 5 Million Readers with Newspaper Advertising
904.579.2154

Tuesday, March 20th at 12:00 PM

-

-

-

-

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor
opcion para ordenar medicamentos
seguros y economicos. Nuestros
servicios de farmacia con licencia
Canadiense e Internacional te pro-
veeran con ahorros de hasta el 90 en
todas las medicinas que necesites.
Llama ahora al 1-855-836-0410 y
obten $10 de descuento con tu
primer orden ademas de envio
gratuito. cpf

Spectrum Triple Play. TV, Internet
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per
second speed. No contract or
commitment. We buy your existing
contract up to $500! 1-877-279-4652

$$HELP WANTED$$$
Earn Extra income assembling CD
cases from Home. CALL OUR LIVE
OPERATORS NOW! 1-800-405-7619
Ext 320 www.easywork-greatpay.co
m

Satellite Sales
& Service

Help Wanted
Full-Time

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, deliv-
ered to-the-door Omaha Steaks!
SAVE 75% PLUS get 4 more Burgers
& 4 more Kielbasa FREE! Order The
Family Gourmet Buffet - ONLY
$49.99. Call 1-844-275-9596 mention
code 51689CZX or visit www.Omah
aSteaks.com/good43

Cross Country Moving, Long dis-
tance Moving Company, out of state
move. $799 Long Distance Movers.
Get Free quote on your Long
distance move 1-800-214-4604 CPF

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-855-836-8564

Learn how to get an 
iPhone 8 on us

NRO PD T 0118 532

Limited time offer. © 2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. AT&T, the Globe logo, DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are 
trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

Ask an associate for details.

855-669-8191

Moving &
Storage

SUPPORT our service members,
veterans and their families in their
time of need. For more information
visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org.

OXYGEN
Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. Only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved! FREE

info kit. Call 1-888-572-4944

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get
Stronger & Harder Erections Immedi-
ately. Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently &
Safely. Guaranteed Results. FDA
L icensed.  F ree  Brochure .
1-800-354-3944 www.DrJoelKaplan
.com

Miscellaneous
Water Damage. Dealing with water
damage requires immediate action.
Local professionals that respond
immediately. Nationwide and 24/7.
No mold calls. Call today!
1-800-730-6976

Do you have chronic knee or
back pain? If you have insur-
ance, you may qualify for the
perfect brace at little to no cost.
G e t  y o u r s  t o d a y !

1-800-862-8392

Health Service/
Medical

Home
Improvements

Medical Supplies

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids.
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home
Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear
Sound. If you decide to keep it,
PAY ONLY $299 per aid. FREE
Shipping. Call Hearing Help Ex-
press 1- 877-442-6921

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

Lung Cancer? 60 or Older? If
So, You and Your Family may
Be Entitled To A Significant
Cash Award. Call 855-839-6761
To Learn More. No Risk, No
Money Out of Pocket

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

Unable to work due to injury or
illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.,
Social Security Disability Attorneys!
FREE Evaluation. 1-800-860-6175!
Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC.
Office: Broward Co. FL., Mbr. TX/NM
Bar. Local Attorneys Nationwide. (m)

**House for Rent**
3 Bdm. 2 Bth. 2 car garage,

No pets. $1,300. per mo.
off Baxley, Middleburg,. Fl.

Call: 352-255-8027.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 855-397-7056 (m)

Financial
Service

Unfurnished
Homes

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply 1-800-496-2603

Medicare doesn't cover all of your
medical expenses. A Medicare
Supplemental Plan can help cov-
er costs that Medicare does not.
Get a free quote today by calling
now. Hours: 24/7. 1-800-866-3027

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-800-726-2194

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

RENTALSRENTALS

Satellite Sales
& Service

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE
MARKET

COVERAGE...
from ,000 readers in

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy,
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$14.50 1 wk, $24.50 2 wks,
$32.50 3 wks, $39.00 4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$23.00 1 wk, $40.00 2 wks,
$57.00 3 wks, $72.00 4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling
Real Estate or Advertise

Your Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $25.50 Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $21.00

Business
& Svc. Directory:

1.5” x 2” $77.00/4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $154/4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms Middleburg

CLASSIFIEDCOUNTY
Clay
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Mail this form with 
payment to: 

3513 U.S. Highway 17 
Fleming Island, FL 32003  

Or drop it by the offi  ce 
We are open 8:30 a.m - 5 p.m. 

Monday-Friday 
Call 264-3200 or 579-2154

Get an iPhone 8 or Samsung
Galaxy8 for $34/month. Call AT&T
Wireless today to learn how to get a
new phone. Call while supplies last.
1-855-892-2388BUY IT.

SELL IT.
FIND IT.

Classified ads are 
great for finding 

those perfect pets.

Classified ads put 
home-seekers on 

solid ground.

Classified ads 
can get you 
electronics.

Classified ads 
making finding a 
job practically no 

work at all.
No matter what it is, you can always buy it, sell it 

or find it with Classified ads. 
For information or to place an ad call 579-2154.

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL
1-800-902-7815

Become a published author! Publica-
tions sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your
FREE author submission kit.
1-844-506-6434

Become a published author!
Publications sold at all major secular
& specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit.
1-844-506-6434

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE. Have your product idea
developed affordably by the Re-
search & Development pros and
presented to manufacturers. Call
1-844-349-8351 for a Free Idea
Starter Guide. Submit your idea for a
free consultation.

Make a Connection. Real People,
Flirty Chat. Meet Singles right
now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE.
Call NOW: 855-334-7726

Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring. Call To-

day! 1-800-214-0166

Thinking of 
Advertising 

in the Clay Today?
For more informa� on

call (904) 579-2154
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

Miscellaneous MiscellaneousMiscellaneous Miscellaneous
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REACH 20 MILLION HOMES NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing an ad in this section, 
call 579-2154

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Make/Models 

-

-

-

-

]

-

Free Voice Remote. 

-

-

HELLO
my name is

Call 904.579.2154 today, and let us start 
spreading the word about your buisiness

Introduce yourself to thousands of new customers in our next 
edition. It’s a great way to showcase your products and services 

to consumers who care about keeping our community vibrant 
and strong by supporting local businesses like yours.

Your Ad Here

f yMore BangMore Bang

CLASSIFIED DEPARTMENT
Call us or stop by today!

No refunds for early cancellations. Private Party only! Businesses and Commercial accounts 
ineligible. All ads must be prepaid. All advertising subject to publisher’s approval. Special cannot 

be combined with any other discounts. Other restrictions may apply.

(904) 264-3200

for your buckfor your buck

CLASSIFIED DEPARTMENT

Do you have an 
Apartment or Home 

for Rent? 

Advertise 
it here!

Call 904.579.2154 
to fi nd out how to put 

your rental in this spot.

904-579-2154
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loomingWellness is

Hawthorne
22066 SE 71st Ave.

352-481-2700

Interlachen
1213 SR 20

386-684-4914

St. Augustine
105 Whitehall Dr., Ste. 109

904-829-2782

Hastings
201 W. Lattin St.
904-692-1508

Green Cove Springs
1305 N Orange Ave., Ste. 120 

904-284-5904

Crescent City
306 Union Ave.
386-698-1232

Palatka Medical
1302 River St.
386-328-8371

Welaka
405 Elm St.

386-467-3171

Palatka Dental
2503 President St.

386-328-7638

 Azalea Health has you covered with quality care
 for the whole family!  

Our team of medical, dental and mental health 
professionals will tailor your health care to meet 

your needs!

We WELCOME New Patients! 
Most insurance accepted, including Medicaid & Medicare.

Make a same-day appointment or schedule your appointment in advance!

Discounted pricing for Qualified Patients.  
Learn more about our “sliding fee scale” at www.azahealth.org.

Gainesville Dental
410 NE Waldo Rd.

352-375-3790

Keystone Heights
100 Commercial Dr.

352-473-6595

Palm Coast
460 Palm Coast Pkwy SW, Ste. 5

386-246-3954

Annual physicals are an important tool 
for the early detection of diseases and 

chronic conditions.

Schedule your visit to one of our 
convenient locations today!

St. Augustine Dental
250 State Rd. 207

904-824-3322

Daytona Beach
1425 & 1455 Dunn Ave.

386-323-9600
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